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345 Sutter Sts 
a i - San Francisco 
Scandia is the haweat of the Swedish restaurants in San Francisco. 


The large an dining-room is light and spacious, The walle are hung 


with the handwoven hangings of peasant oleate and in lovely bright 


ee. 


with food, ae ae 


‘colors. ‘There is. ates a smaller dining-room and a bar. On the walls 
hand reproductions of the famous Swedish mr ty skackinere Zorn end Kari 
_ Larson and atone the piaktuay | are painted water scenes from Stoccholn, 
‘and on entering. there As a asree painting of the waterfront showing the 
ferry bailing tower. 
In the main dininperoom here the Bree of honor is ope taken by the 

So) agebat oe It Sibert the center of the room and is decorated in. gold 

“and. Blue. These are the Swedish erie The yellow plates stacked at 


one end of ‘the roomy tavie look large snough to hold @& generous KelsiGe 


Neto aakek of the excuse, herring and Aull omelets, cucumbers and radishes, 


ee eeserttnesy etc. which are arranged artistically on their alah 


tive platters eround the table. Bere, one goes again from one tempting 


"ish to the next and returns to his own table practically Loaded down 


\ 


or ae we oe 3 


aye Seandie is the, official ‘luncheon place of the Swedish Klub. This 


is an organization. of professionel men and one of the leading Swedish 


elubs of San Francteeo: Hore at Scandia ‘they. ‘meet remteele on ‘Ghursdays i 
for their luncheon and general "get=togethers" They also entertain out. 


of town guests on these occasions, When thé club meets they revive many 


of the old customs pertaining to eating and drinking. They have specie] 
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BID OF Sm 


eee | 560 Sutter St. 


San Francisco 


One of tke celebrated "foreign" spots of San Francisco is the 
Swedish restaurant "Bit of Sweden" at 560 Sutter St. As one goes up the 
spacious stairway the first thing that strikes the eye is the emblem show ~~ 
ing the mighty Viking with shield and horns standing before his dragon ship. 
He holds in his upraised cae the mead horn, as he drinks to a aecadatul 
venture over the briny deep. Gone are the deys of the Norsemen who sailed 
from the icy waters of the north te sunnier climes, even as far as the 
Mediterranean but their toast of good cheer lives on forever: Skalf It 
really means skull, as the Viking drinking cups were made of the skulls of 
their enemies, The real wish behind Skal is- "this is to you, to life and 


love, to fun and friendship,” This is the welcome tc "Pit of Sweden." 


We enter and hear the cheery crackling of the logs in the spacious 
fireplace in the next room, Guests are sitting in the comfortable armchairs 
drawn up around the fire, Among these, in all probability there may be an 
illustrious Eset from the old country or any one of the Scandinavian actors 


from Hollywood,- 


< oo 

But the main attraction of the large dining-room which we enter is 
the large table standing in the middle of the floor with its white linen 
and silver sparkling and fairly groaning under its weight of delicacies, This 
te the peer Smorgasbrod of the Swedes and all Scandinavieng, Tt - atti scusy 
to believe that this is meracy, an appetizer for the "real meal" witch is to 
follow, . The Seeded still usintein that the SOUD, fish and meat course is the 
body and seul of the mesl and the Smorgasbrod is merely the foam on the wave 
‘not the wave itself. But as one begins to partake of the assortment and 


me BEB OF Sweden continued — 


veriety which lies before one, and each one helps himself to whatever he 
desires and whatever amount he wishes, you begin to wonder just how you 
will be able to enjoy the regular meal. 


I'll leave you drooling over the pickled pigs feet, the imported 
Swedish sausages, salads, and "“inlagd=-sill" (pickled herring) on the 


Smorgasbrod and go on to the mainstay of the meal, 


a 


| After the Smorgasbrod where you have also improved your appetite 
by a Schnapps or a cocktail, after their Schnepps the Swedes like a chaser 
of beer or ale, you sit down to the soup and the proper companion to this 
is . large glass of wine, or, if you feel “on top” you may enjoy a glass of 
sparkling champagne, You have your choice of either the French or California 


wines, 


After dinner a good plan is to adopt the century old custom and ask 
for "Kaffe med Punch" ~cmall black coffee with the delicious imported Swedish 


punch, 


The Swedes find in their Skals and Smorgasbrod a good way to brighten 
their lives, It eae them happiness and gayety through this way of feast=- 
ing. As you sit in the smaller private dining~room of thie Swedish restaurant, 
with the gay landscapes of Sweden painted on the walls, you feel under the spell 
of a mellow and old civilization where the simple but good things of life have * 


not been neglected, 


But reality and different customs await one outside, and you are re- 
minded that it is time to leave this cheerful spot as you glance at the old- 
E fashioned peasant clock across the room. 


As one leaves the friendly atmosphere the parting Skel, and Smorgasbord 


1 


aaee _ make your heart warm . and your arm strong, and keep you te enjoy many tomorrows, _ . 
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. The Mou. Be, the Bird,: and the Sausage. 
There was once upon a time a ‘mouse, a bird, end a sausage who took ~ 


it inte their heads to keep house together. They managed to live for a 


tong time very comfortably and happily, and also added a great deal to 


their store so that they became very. ich. 


It was the bird's business to fly every day into the forest and ephee 
wood; the mouse had to carry the water, make the fire, and lay the cloth 
for dinner; but the sausage was the cook to the household, ws 


Tt happened that one day the bird of the household met with one of 


his friends, to whom he boasted of his good plight. “ta the other bird 


laughed at him for being a poor fool, who worked hard whtle the two at 
home had an easy job of ite for han the mouse had made her fire and 
fetched the water, ghe vonk and Laid owe in her own Little room till she — 
was called to lay the cloth; and the peaches sat by the pot and had nothing 
to do bat to see that the food was well cocked; when it was meal time, all 
he hed to do'was to butter and salt it, and get it ready to eat, which he 
could do in a minutes | 

The bird of the household flew home, deposited his burden of wood 
on the meataa and they ell three sat down to a good meal. Bat the bird, 
efter having listened to his ed ei in the forest, was not satisfied. 

The next day the bird voruse® to fly into the Fovect for wood. He 
told the mouse and the seusege that he had waited on them long enough and 
he was not going to be made | 2. ‘fool of any longer; they should change about © 
and teke their turns at the work, 

So they cast lots and it fell upon the sausage to fetch the wood, the 
mouss was to be cook, and the bird wes to bring water. : 


The sausage set out towards the wood, the little bird made a fire 


the mouse set on the pot and waited for the sausage So. come home and 3 


Fes 
. 


bring wood for the next days 


Pat the sensage kept away so long tune 
they both thought that something must have paeoeeed to him, so the pira 
‘flew out @ little way to look for bims mot far off he found a dog on the 
| road, who seid he a with the poor fee sausage, had taken him for~ 
fair prey ana eaten him, The bird charged the dog with robbery and 
murder but. words were of no Uses The little bird took up the wood very 

sorrowfully and went home and told of what he had seen and heard. The 
mouse and he ooo very mach grieved but agreed to do their best and 
stick together. ae iy 

The bird undertook to spreed the. table, and the gouse got the _ 
ai coer ready, but whee she went to dish it up, she fell into the pot 
and was drowned, When the bird come inte the kitchen and wanted the 

Z dinner to put on the table, ‘the cook was nat to be seen; he threw the 

wood about here and there and called end locked on all eides, but he 
couldn't find the cook, Meantime the fire fell upon the wood and set 
it on fire, the bird hastened sede to get the water, but his bucket fell 
into the well ana he after it. So ends the story of the family. 
Moral? ‘Zach one should stick to his proper work. 
on Swedish children also oe versions of "Snow-White,” "Tom Thumb, " | 


"The Sleeping Beauty, " and stories of giants and dwarfs, 


SWEDISH FOLK-LORE 


The Mouse, the Bird and the Sausage 


There was once upon a time a mouse, a bird and a saugage who 
took it into their heads to keep house together. They managed to 1 
for a long ‘time very comfortably and happily and also added a great ds 
to their store so that they became very rich. 

It was the bird's business to fly every day into the forest PA 
bring wood; the mouse hed to carry the water, make the fire, and lay 
the cloth for dinner; but the sausage was the cook to the household, ae 

lg r happened that one day the bird of the household met with one 
his friends. to whom he boasted of his good plight. But the other bird — 
laughed at him for being a poor fool, who worked hard while the two 
at home had an easy job of it: for when the mouse hed made her fire and 
fetched the water, she went and leid down in her own little room till s 
was called to ley the cloth; and the sausege sat by the pot and had 
nothing to do but to see that the food was well cooked; when it was 
meal time. ell he had to do butter and salt it, and get it ready to eat 
which he could do in a minute. Ss 

The bird of the household flew home, deposited his burden of wood 
on the ground and they all three sat down to a good meal.-. But the bird, 
after having listened to his friend in the forest, was not satisfied. 

The next day the bird refused to fly into the Sorest for 7ocdsie 
He told the mouse and the sausage that he had waited on them long Be 
enough and he was not going to be made a fool of any longer; they sh 
change about and take their turns at the work. 
So they cast lots and it fell upon the 


the mouse ae to be cook, and oes bird was to Teach water. 
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the mouse set on the pot and waited for the sausage to come home and 
bring wood for the next dey. But the sausage kept away so long that 
they both thought that something must heve happened to him¢g so the 
bird flew out a little way to look for him; not fer off he found a dog 
on the road, who said he met with the poor little sausage, had taken 
him for fair prey and eaten him. The bird charged the dog with robbery 
and murder but words were of no use. The little bird took up the wood 
very sorrowfully and went home and told of what he had seen and heard. 
The mouse end he were very much grieved but agreed to do their best 

and stick together. 

The bird undertook to spreadthe table, and the mouse got the 
dinner ready, but when she went to dish it up, she fell into the pot 
and wes drowned. When the bird came into the kitchen and wanted the 
dinner to put on the table, the cook was not to be seen; he threw the 
wood about here and there and called and looked on all sides, but he 
couldn't find the cook. Meantime the fire fell upon the wood and set 
it on fire the bird hestened eway to get the water, but his bucket fell 
into the well and he after it. So ends the story of the family. 

Morel: Each one should stick to their proper work. 


Swedish children also hear versions of "Snow-White" "Tom Thumb" 


"The Sleeping Beauty" and stories of Giants and Dwarfs. 
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SH FOLKLORE 


SWEDI 


Once upon a time there was a man so early and croes that he never f 
thought hie wife ever did dentine right in the house, | During haymaking ‘ 
mee time he came home one evening scolding and swearing, 

i. | "Dont t be so angry,” said his wife, "Tomorrew we'll change our work, 
an I'11 go out in the fields te work, and you shall mind the houge at home,” 4 
The husband was quite willing and he thought it would do very welle 
Early the next morning the wife took a scythe over her shoulder and 4 
went out to the hayfield with the mowers. The man’ was to mind the house ’ 
and do the work at home, | 
First of all he had to churn the butter, but in a little while he 
got thirety and went down to the cellar to get a drink of ale. Juet as As 
ar he wes putting the tep into the barrel, he heard overhead the pig come inte { 
| the kitchen, So with the tap in hie hand he ren up the cellar steps jas 
fast as he could to see that the pig didn’t Goaay. the ehurn, When he got 4 7 
up into the kitchen and saw that the pig had already knocked the churn if 
over, and stood there rooting and grunting in the cream,which war running 
ell over the floor, he ran at the pig as hard az he could and kicked the pig 
out of the kitchen. y the time he remembered having the tap out of the 
ale barrel in hie hand and before he could get down to the cellar again, : 
every drop of ale had run out of the cask, 

Then he went into the dairy ae found enough cream to f111 the churn 
agains’ fon they ml Neva Wk es fé¥ Adcuev Woon he hed churned a tit, 
be remembered that hie milk cow was still shut up in the bern and hadn't WA 
hed a bit to eat or a drop to drink ell morning-although the sun wes high. "4 

‘Then he thought 1t was too far to take her down to the meadow, so he would 


ss Gust get her up on the hou 
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‘fine ion of grees was race there. | The house was close to a hill so 
that he thought if he leid niolase eatesk Prem Wile Rild tothe roof he ceald 
easily get the cow ups Bat still he couldn't Leave the churn for his small 
child was crawling around on the kitchen floor and might upset ite So he 
took the churn e his back and went oer with it, but then he thought-hetad 
better first water the cow before he porned her out on the roof, so he took 
up a bucket to draw water out of the well; bat as he stooped down by the well, e 
all the cream ran out of the churn pope hig shoulders, and so down into the a 
well, ee 

Now it was near dinner=time, and he hadn't even got the butter yet, so 
he thought hefd best boil the porridge, and 80 he filled the pot with water 


and hung it over the fire. When he had done that he thought the cow might 


on Coe eee 


perhaps fall off the thatch and break her legs or her neck. So he got up 


ie 


on the house to tie her upe One end of the rope he made fast to the cow's 
neck and the other he altpped down the chimney and tied round his own thigh; 
and he had to-nake haste, for ths water now began to boil in the pot, and 
he still had to grind the ostmeal. 

So he began to grind pha but while he was hard at it, down fell the 
cow from off the house=top, and as she fell, she dragged the man up the chimey 
by. the rope, There he stuck fast; and as for the cow, she bung halfway down 
the. wall, she could neither get down or up. 

The wife had waited a long time for her husband to come and call ikea 
home to dinner, At last she thought she'd waited long enough, and went home, 
Then she got there and saw the cow hanging half-way down the wall of the house se 
she ran and cut the rope in two with her scythe, But, as she did this, down 


came her husband out of the chimney, and so, when the wife came inside the 


‘kkitchen, there she found him standing on his head in the porridge pot. 
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eat thet eF wife ever did anything right in the house. “During 
meking time he came home one evening scolding and swearing. a 
"Don't be so angry," said his wife; "Tomorrow we'll change our 
I'll go out in the fields to work, and you shall mind the house 
me home. 


The husband was ae willing and he thought it would do ve 


Early the next morning the wife took e scythe over her shoulder 


and went out to the hayfield with the mowers. The man was to mind the 


house end do the work at home. 
| Pre rr cored ieee aee ea enirns thei outter bub lines Ditties wie ene 
got thirsty and went down to the cellar to get a drink of ale. Just | 
aor es he was putting the tap into the barrel, he heard overhead the pig 
come into the kitchen. So with the tap in his hand he ran up the celler 
steps as fast as he could to see that the pig didn't upset the churn. £ 
When he got up into the kitchen and saw that the pig hed elready knocked om 
the churn over, and stood there, routing and grunting in. the cream 
which was running all over the floor. He ren at the pig as hard as he 


pees and kicked the pig out of the kitchen. By the time he remembered 


Then he went into the dairy and found enough cream to fill the 


urn egein, for they must have butter for dinner. When he had churned — 


bit, he remembered that his milk cow was still shut up in the bern — 


eo 
was thatched with sod and a fine crop of grass was growing there. The 
house was close to a hill so that he thought if he laid a plank across 
from the hill to.the roof he could easily get the cow up. But still 
he couldn't leave the churn for his small child was crawling around on 
the kitchen floor and might upset it. So he took the churn on his back 
and went out with it, but then he thought he'd better first water the 
cow before he turned her out on the roof, so he took up a bucket to draw 
water out of the well; us as he stooped down by the well, all the 
creemiran out of the churn over his shoulders, and so down into the well. 
Now it was near dinner-time, and he hadn't even cot the butter yet, 
so he thought he'd best boil the porridge, and so he filled the pot with 


water and hung it over the fire. When he had done thet he thought the 


-cow might perheps fall off the thatch and break her legs or her neck. 


So he got up on the house to tie her up. One end of the rope he made 
fast to the cow's neck and the other he slipped down the chimney and tied 
round his own thigh; and he had to make haste, for the water now began 

to boil in the pot, and he till had to gring the oatmeal. 


So he Began to grind away; but while he was hard at it, down fell 


the cow from off the house-top, and es she fell, she dragged the man 


up the chimney by the rope. There he stuck fast;: and as for the cow, 
she hung halfway down the well, she could neither get down or up. 

The wife had weited a long time for her husband to come and call 
them home to dinner. At last she thought she'd waited long enough, and 
went home. When she got there and saw the cow henging helf-way down the 
well of the house she ran and cut the rope in two with her scythe. 

But, as she did this, down came her husband out of the chimney, and so, 


when the wife came inside the kitchen, there she found him standing on 


his head in the porridge pot. 
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sof Trolle out of doors, == 


Once upon a time there was a man who had caught a huge white bear 
Which he was going to take to the King, /t ee Christmas eve and he had 
come all the way from the Finnmark with the beer. He stopped at a cottage 
and asked the man of the house if he could get house room there for the 
bear and himself, 


"We can't give anyone lodging just now", said the man, "for every 
Christmas eve such a pack of Trollg come down upon us, that we are forced 
to move, and haven't so much as a house over our own heads, to say nothing 


of lending one to anyone else," 


"Oh} If that's all", said the man, "you cen very well give me house 


room; my bear can lie under the stove, and I can sleep in the next roon." 


At last he got leave to stay there and the people of the house. 
moved out. But before ie went poetything we got ready for the Trolls. 
The table was set and there was rice-porridge, and fish boiled in lye, and 
ae es Ay and all else that was Ate It was a grand feast set out for the 
Trolls. : Pipe te es Sou | 


. 


When everything was ready, ace came the Trolls, Some were big and 
some were small; some had tails ane lang noses, and some had huge ears, and | 
no tails. They ate and drank and tasted everything. Just then one of the 
little Trolls caught sight of the white bear, who lay under the stove, so he 


took a piece of sausage and poked it up against the bear's nose. 
# ‘s 5 & - a 


“Pugsy, will you have some sausage?" he screamed at the bear. 


Then the white beer rose up and growled and chased the whole pack 


Next year the man , who ‘owed the cottage was out in the ‘wood, on the 


- afternoon of Christmas eve. Hy was preparing for the holidays for he thovgnt a ee: 


the Trolls would come again, Sout aa he was hard at work, he heard a voice _ a 
Calling his name, _ When he answered. the voice said: Vi i 
"Have you got your big cat with you still?" : cites 5 oe ae 
. "Yes, I have," replied the man, "she is lying at home under the stove bee 3 
‘now, and what's ‘more, she has seven be a bigger and fiercer than herself." 
"Oh$ Then we'll never come to see you again." ehrieked the Troll as it 
Vf Yan away into the wood. And from that time the Trolls never came to disturb 
the family again, 
~ 5 be 3 " 4 
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THE SWEDES IN SAN FRANCISCO 


According to the 1930 census there are 7,000 Swedes in San Francisco; 


in Oakland there are 3,000. 


Statistics show that the 3,000 Swedes in Oakland have ag many children 


as the whole 7,000 group in San Francisco, 


In the bay district, including San Francisco, Oakland, and Berkeley 


there are:: 11,201 Swedes, 7,450 Norwegians, 3,551 Danes. 


The proportion of the Swedes to the foreign born population in California 


is 5.2 percent. 


| Aeehl uu mewapene® Cc pabiighok 1a) San Prancieco at 265 Caurch St, 

Although the Swedes are somewhat scattered around the city there is a 
Swedish colony at 16th and Market Sts. and thereabouts. They have their 
own Clubhouse which is called the "Swedish House" at 2174 Market St. Here 
they hold many of their club and lodge meetings end entertainments. There — 
is a library in the. "Swedish House" and quite a collection of Swedish books, 


but the intellectual side is largely subordinated to other interests, 


There are several Swedish churches in the city with a large membership. 
One of the oldest Swedish clubs is the Svenska Sallskspet. This club 


_ was formerly the Swedish singing society "Svea", which was organized in 1873, 


Swedish singing societies have been and still are numerous, They. have 
played an important part in the secial and cultural life of the group and 


more than any other kind of association have received the support and enthu- 


siasm of the people. 


ss he Swedes in San Francisco ees. 
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Literary clubs have been started but none has continued its existence 


for any length of time, 


There has been and still is an interest in dramatics among the Swedes 
in San Francisco, Fifty years ago, some of the "old timers" tell about the 


success of Swedish plays that were given at the time, 


Temperance societies have had quite a prominent part in the activities j 


of the Swedes on the west coast as well as elsewhere. 


About 40 years ago a Swedish Gymnastic Club was organized in San Fran- 
cisco but the interest soon dwindled. 


The Swedish-American Political Club was organized 45 years ago. The 
club selects and recommends a ticket for election, In the past it has favored 
the Republican party. The members are free to discuss any political questions 


or any candidates, 


The Swedish Club, Svenska Clubben, of San Francisco was founded in 1914, 
-Their elubroom and headquarters is at the Fielding Hotel, The club has a 
large clubhouse in "Sveadal" which is located a few miles from San Francisco. 
The Swedish Club is made up of professional and business men, It is the 


*society" club of the Swedes. 


fhe Swedish Lodge "Odin" of the order of Odd Fellows is the largest 
in the state. The Swedish language was used Seo lasi gale in the transactions 
of the Lodge up to a few years ago when the American Grand Lodge decided that 
English should be the official language of all its lodges, This does not 


interfere with the use of the Swedish language at social functions and at 
literary and musical programs, 
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continued. 

4 sae 
As early as 1850 the first Scandinavian sick-benefit society was 
' organized in San Francisco by a group of interested Scandinavians, It 
flourished from the start and had for many years a successful career. 
There was, however, a great deal of rivalry regarding the leadership of 
the organization, There were nationalistic considerations involved in- 
asmuch as the membership was composed of the three national groups, 
Swedish, Norwegian and Danish, It was the practice to rotate the office 
of president between the three national groups according to a fixed rule, 
When Christina Nilson visited San Francisco in 1870, the society arranged 


@ grand reception in her honor at the fashionable Palace Hotel. 


- In 1874 was founded a Scandinavian Old People’s Home. This enterprise 
was the first in the nature of benevolent institutions among the Swedes in 
California, This home still exists but it has been teken over by a group of 


American women and was opened as a home for old people of all nationalities, 


The Swedish Relief Society of San Prancisco is almost 50 years old, 

The Swedish women are as active as the men in club and lodge associa-= 
tions. The Swediah Ladies Society in San Francisco was organized in 1895 
and has had a very successful career and its social functions are among the 
most popular, A Christmas festival is held each year under its auspices 
with an attendance of 1000 adults and about 250 children, At these festivals 
the Swedish Christmas spirit prevails and the customs of the fathariaal are - 
observed. 


The women have also organized children’s clubs in San Francisco, 
Oakland and Berkeley. In these clubs the American-born children of Swedish 


parents are taught the Swedish Language, The children give all Swedish programs 


of singing, recitations, music and dancing and dramatics, 


The Swedes in San Francisco 
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fhe Swedes in San Francisco 
continued. 3 


The first national festivity of note among the Swedes of California, 
was the celebration of "Swedish Day", May 14, 1894, at the San Francisco 
Exposition. This was the first occasion when unified nation: and effort 
on the part of the Swedes here brought them distinction md commendation. 

The success of this celebration at the Exposition mi the Feilixation of 

what could be accomplished by united action led to the formation of the 
Swedish-American Patriotic League, During tus Brpowition of 2915 thls League 
was very sotive in organizing a World's Fair Committee of 50 memhers who 
gathered in over $20,000 of which $10,000 went to support the Swedish official 
building at the Fair, The committee worked for four years and it was the - 
only time that the government of Sweden has officially cooperated with an 


organization of this kind in a foreign country. 


For the preservation and the promotion of Swedish culture, language 
and literature, a united action is now taken by the Swedes wherever a larger 
number of them reside, The usual method of procedure is to organize a central 


orgenization of delegates from the various lodges, societies and churches, 


‘The Swedish Cultural Association which operates on a nation-wide scope is 


the more recent outgrowth of these interests. 


The Swedish Patriotic League has for over forty years carried on work 
along similar lines in San Francisco and nearby cities. It arranges a Mid- 
Summer festival each year, which is undoubtedly the best planned festivity 
of its kind among the Swedes in America, ‘This Mid-Summer festival is the 


largest and most important celebration that the Swedes have, 


The Swedes celebrate Gustaf Alolf's Day both here in America and in 
Sweden, Appropriate programs are arranged by Swedish clubs and churches 
throughout the county for the hero-king. The collections, donations etc, 


on this day are given to help different Swedish-American charities, This 


The church group is well represented among the Swedes. 


There are two Swedish Lutheran Churches in the city. The oldest 
Swedish Church orgenization here is the Swedish Lutheran Ebenezer Church 
at 15th and Dolores Steets. It was founded in 1886, At the time of the 
big fire and earthquake the new church building had just been completed. 
They say that it was saved from being dynamited through the efforts of 
the pastor at the time. He and one or two others of the congregation climbed | 
up into the church spire and refused to come down, As the regulations were | 
such that no building was to be razed where it would entail the loss of life 


the church was saved. : ‘ 


In San Francisco there is also a Swedish Methodist Church, a Baptist 
and a Mission Church and the Swedish Salvation Army. 


"Sveagard" is a Swedish institution in San Francisco where they teach 
weaving and show the different home crafts (hem-slojd) of the Scandinavians, 
Here they have also programs and celebrations where they observe the old 
customs of their native land, | 


; Among the Swedes in San Feancince. there is a tendency to organize 
into smaller groups within the ate general organizations, ‘These smaller 
groups are composed of aevele from some one particualr province or ‘part of 
Sweden, 

These groups have their evenings of getting together when they enjoy 
the songs, stories, and dances of their paral gules province, Food is always 


served and consists of the special dishes from each locality. 


"Yorrlands EKlubben" may serve their gill (herring) and boiled potatoes, 
food Bris everyone from the northern and poorer parts of Sweden is familia 
with as a daily diet. 

The people from Skane are ‘coin fer their liking of good food and plenty 
of it, They come from the extreme south of Sweden where tha land produces more, 

These provincial groupings are probably the closest form of organization, 
as the ties that hold these groups together are almost as close as those of a 
family, It gives to Sash group a feeling of at~homeness which can be had in 
no other vee Bach has Pe own Praaitlons; dialect, habits, customs, costumes, 
and beliefs which are quite distinct in each province, against a bagirground 
of folklore and historical facts that give a distinct connotation to each 
ZTOUPs These same Gistinctions are still alive when the immigrant joins his 
native group in a foreign land, 

Wherever and whenever any of the Swedish groups or organizations meet 
there is always refreshnents and dancing after the program, meeting, or what~ 
ever business they may have on hand, The social end of the gathering is 
never neglected. | | 


a rs There seems to be more of the traditional observances about food and 


( ae that have been sung for generations, and the customs pertetinn | to 


‘drinking are generally observed. There is a great deal of importation of 


ee ‘foodstuffs from the old country, as nost of the immigrants have a decided 


eae erence for the foods that they were used to in their native land, 

Ta the Swedish group fewer and fewer immigrants are coming into the 
country and a eat deal of this "national life" here will disappear. J 
diminishing of innigretion is shown by the fact that so many of the Scen 
Ginavian celal! ten deli throughout the Saunery Bats hat to suspend publication 
for lack of sapect. The churches, the clubs, and the press have been the 
Bain factors in keeping alive the culture and traditions, 

In the bepisuine of the 18708 there were between 3,000 and 4,000 Swedes 
in San Francisco. They were sat in any way organized as a group and there 
was no national feeling among them. Pig ualoxity of them felt that the 
best thing for them to:do was to eopnet their Swedish lenguage and their 
Swedish customs and become Americnas as quickly as possible. At. that time 
there was no Swedish church, no Swedish newspaper and nothing in the way of 
Swedish clubs or organizations. As a bagult gil of these pioneer Swedes 
had forgotten their native language ce their children hardly knew of 


their Swedish origins . 


ead 


sei, 


It has been solely the later immigrants who have kept the old Swedish 


: customs alive in San Francisco, 


as ‘boys, Riowetace ty father was good to us and kept us at school e11 the time 


i to his death. His following was that of railroading(switchmen( in our town, 
. he was killed while on duty. 


In 1880-1881 we were sent for by my uncle and aunt who lived in Wichita Kansas where — 


we arrived in June of that year. While haat. for my uncle at farming where r 


bP Sa about one and. half years I managed to go to school as much as possible. 


I next Zot a job herding eaeuie where I stayed nearly 2 years I then went back 
to Wichita and got a job in a grocery store with a firm by the name of Israel Bros 
during the year of 1886 Wichita had big Hoos in real estaie so this firm sold out 
their grocery. They entered into the real estate business that of subidivers of 
land and sold home Age and made quite success of it as long as it lasted which 
was only about 9 months when the boom crashed. I was often sent by this firm 
to Scott City, Kansas where they had a. Rexetes 3 store, I stayed there until Oct 1888 et 
7 


vA 


being employed in all about 5 years with this firm. While in Scott City I presented 
‘a 


or proved up 160 acres of government land. This I sola to the firm for [450 and 
came out here to SF. (Oakland first) where I lived nearly 5 years working in a 
dry goods store and going to business college at night schoole In 1692 I left for 
Wiecaragua Central America with & number of others with the intention of soing into i 
the coffee raising business. While there I secured about 700 acres of land at 50% 


an acre with. the idea of planting as much of it as possible in coffee but discovered 


it took more money than our lecturer had stated and out of our party of 20, 3 of 


them succeeded to go through with it. I remained inthat sds yr ata ll months 


pee I returned to SF. where I have been practically ever Sincee 
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Fi in Biensons, we were together about 3 years and in 1906 4 formed the Burg Bros. 


te 


7 ‘fe. having then taken my brother in wi th, me in January of Fist year fran the < 
time we vegan to operate we made a success our operation was wory Rae tne oh 
borrowed the first 510,000 from J. H. 7. Watkinson for Wicket we paid him 156 i‘ a 
Interest and bonus and in 16 yeers operation we baid to this man about 3 qunstore y 
of a million dollars, not so bad I don't think and we paid his widow. in 1919 


$300,000 cash for their interest. this payment is included in the total. 


The stock market in 1927-8-9 and up to the present time killed the real estate at 


business entirely. Which through bad investment in stock and seneseran proke me. 
But when we get back to normal I will wake it again. ily lst paper citizens was 
taken out by me in Scott City Sansas in 1888. Hy second in 1899 before Judge 
George Hi Bahos of this citys 
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Rip Van Winkle ,mongst the Catskills,slept for twenty years, 


"Por he couldn t get alang with his Dear Wife-It so appears 


They used to fight-- Both Day and Night! 


ry 
" 


One a@ay- Rippy's wife got sore- And kicked him out the door; 
“She said to Rip 'You cannot play in my back yard no more. ' 


! 


" She told him he could take his clothes and GO! 
— . 
Thus goes the old song,and Rip Van Winkle 's fame has spread over land 


and sea as his saga has been sung for these many years. He dodged cares 
and escaped from worries,did Rippy, and so of course he endeared himself 
to those on whom cares weigh most heavily. 

stil, just as famciful as Rippy's, is the true story of a San Fran- 
cisco man, Albert Fberhard,now SC yerrs old,who has been"asleen” as far 


as our@porld is concerned for more than 30 years and doesn't like the 


awakens 


ked with this modern Rip Van Winkle and drank beer with him 


4 hed him dodging autos and street cars. After listening to his 


zation) .§ its Specding up of life and its insatiable desire for newer 
illing sensations is sometimes more difficult to get along 

with th@@was the life of the man in the song. 

Francisco bank more than 3C years ago,he didn't want to do it. When he 


was offered it back with enormous interest ,» he did not want to take it. 


jae he departed from his loved ‘surroundings in 1896 he hated to leave 

San Francisco because he thought the city by the Golden Gate was such 

& dazzling,glorious place in which to see anc do things. When he return- 
ed after a decade and 2 half,he didn't want to remain. He said the town 

was too wicked and the temptations here too alluring and dangerous. 


His thovsand dollars had grown to nearly $8,000 in his absence.The 
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At the age of twenty I was ready to leave my native land. 
I was going to 4merica. I had heard so much of this wonderful 
country anil of the golden opportunities to be found here. I 
elso thought of how different everything would be in outlook 
and environment. 

It was hard to leave my parents and all my brothers and 
Sisters. Underneath my obstreperousness I had a deep devotion 
for my home and my seething actions were not mean or debased. 
My feelings were as true and fine as those who were quiet and 
submissive on the outside but rebellious (revolting) from within. 
At eee everything that I did was in the open. The parting 
from my family was the first real, sad experience of my life. 
In going so far away the chances were that I would never see 
them again. But I Was adventurous enough to enjoy the idea 
of a new and entirely different environment. Several of my 
personal friends and school-mates were already in America. 
They wrote letters home telling how wonderful everything was 
over here and how fine they were getting along. I was the 
first one in our family to break away. So many families were 
split up; at least one out of the family had left for America. 
I decided to go to Chicago. I had one or two friends there 
mxg that I could possibly get in toech with; but that was all. 

after a terrible voyage crossing the Atlantic, I finally 
arrived in America, Our trip on the ocean was so rough that I 


thought that we must surely go to the bottom. But I didn't 
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Gare much whether we did or not I was so sea-sick. When 

I left the boat on this side I didn't look quite so rosy 
and plump as when I left home, But I was strong and healthy. 
I lived through it and it didn't take me long to recuperate. 
I came over stéerage. I had a big lunch from home that 
lasted me during the whole trip over. I still had part of 
it left when I arrived in Yhicago. But it was not very ap- 
petizing and I was anxious to try some of the food that was 
so temptingly displayed along the way. I remember the 
first tomatoes that I tried to eat. It looked so tempting 
and perfect. ithe first bite was a horrible disappointment 
and it was a long time before I had the courage to try it 
again. I liked bananas a little better although at first 
they seemed tasteless and insipid. Gradually I got so 

that I enjoyed all of the new delicacies. On the farn, 

in sweden, we were not accustomed to any variety in our 
food. In the city, when I was working there was a greater 
variety to choose from but even in the city the poorer 
Glasses could only afford the simplest food for their steady 
diet. We only had white bread for Vhristmas and special 
occasions. 

When I arrived in Uhtcago I immedistely got in touch 
with one of my girl friends from home. She had been here 
about two years. Through her I got work as a housemaid 
ina large home, I didn't get mach pay but everything 
looked pertectly grand and promising to me. I had my 
board and room so that the three or four dollars that I 


received per week were my own. I owed for a part of my 
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trip over here but I felt that I could easily take care of 
that. For the present I was anxious to buy a new hat and 
Shoes and to dress according to the new styles here. I 
looked pretty countrified and poor in my finery from home. 

I was all eyes to see what the girls in America were wear- 
ing. It wasn't long before I was rigged out as fine as any- 
one in my class. In my natural state I had a very good 
figure but those were the days of the hour-glass silhouette. 
The only way that one could possibly have the figure that 
was in style was to lace-up in the steel-ribbed corsets 

that were worn at the time. I laced so tightly that it was 
a wonder I could breathe. It was pretty hard on a strong 
and robust peasant aonstisutien but I did not falter when 

it came to being in style and I certainly looked the perfect, 
stylish figure of those days. Even the simple clothes that 

I could afford looked like a million dollars: on me. The 
wealthy women for whom I worked could well look upon me with 
envy as I started out on my day off. Dressing up was really 
my whole life and enjoyment. 

I had a funmy experience when I arrived in Chicago. It 
might have turned out badly for me. I arrived at the station 
late at night. Iwas all alone. After leaving the train I 
walked out to the street. I stood there on the sidewalk in 
front of the station, with my suit-case in my hand and won- 
dering where to go. Iwas a little confused and dazzled by 
the lights and commotion around me. A cab drew up at the 


curb and I stepped into it, thinking that I would go toa 
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hotel, I don't remember whether I had any particular ad- 
dress or not. But at least the driver understood that I 
wanted to get to a hotel for’the night. He could tell of 
course that I was a greenhorn. He drove around and I had 
no idea of where he was taking me. Finally he stopped in 
front of a place and escorted me up the stairs. TP hedd on 
to my oii tena ce eniin I had all my belongings. Just as we 
got to the head of the stairs the doors on eitler side of 
the hallway flew open and in each doorway was a woman poking 
her head out to see who was arriving. Green as I was, and 
knowing nothing of the ways of the worid, I didn't like the 
looks of it. My intuition and fear more than anything else 
told me to get out of there as quickly as possible. So 
while the cab-driver was talking to a woman, evidently 
about me, I grabbed my suit-case and ran down the stairs 
and out into the street. I was not feeling frightened 

and uneasy. I went up to a policeman who directed me toa 
safe place for the night. I didn't even understand the 
language. 

It was through the church that I made friends and met 
new acquaintances here. I joined the Swedish-methodist 
church in Vhicago although in the old country my parents 
were Iutherans and I had been baptized into the Intheran 
faith. I belonged to the Methodist church here for a num- 
ber of years, they were not so strict as the Lutherans 
about dancing and having a good time. I believed in God 


and in going to church but I also wanted to have fun and 
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enjoy life. I went to dances when I was home in the old 
country and this wes another thing that I was criticized 
for doing. But I loved to dance. During the winters at 
home I would hike miles in the snow and cold to get toa 
dance. Often.my long, heavy skirts were wet and frozen 

to the knees when I got home from traipsing through the 
snow. It was a wonder that I didn't die of consumption. 
During the winter it took forever for the clothes to dry 
after they were washed. Often, when I went out, I put 

on underclothes that were almost wet. My sister and I 
slept in a small store-house across the yard from the house 
and we often ran beck and forth through the snow barefooted. 
There were quite a few cases of 4.B. among the young people. 
I knew several in the neighborhood of my home who had died 
of it. 

As 1 was saying, here in Chicago I belonged to the 
Ghurch and I also had a good time. I met many young people 
through the church and the atmosphere was sociable and 
happy. It was here that I met the man whom I later married. 
I imagine there were many "matches" like this made through 
the church. My hustand was from the southern part of Sweden, 
and had only been in this country two or three years when I 
first met him. He came here a regular "greenhorn"”, directly 
from a small farm in Vermland., At the time that I met him 
he was working as a carpenter. He had "picked up" this 
trade since coming to America. Yo many of the immigrant 


men got into the building trades. He was a ward worker and 
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he did his work well but he never got any further than work- 
ing for sone body else. He never became a boss or a contractor 
on his own. We hadmany friends who were contractors and 


"smarter" 


bosses on big building jobs and they were not any 
than my husband, . 
But we had a nice enough home and enough left over for 
fairly decent clothes and plenty to eat. We managed to 
build and own a two-flat house in UVhicago. We had our home 
in one flat and rented out the other one. Both my own and my 
husband's position here was far better than we had ever had 
in Sweden. And I am sure that neither one of us could have 
done as well if we had stayed in the old country. At the 
time when we came over there seemed to be plenty of room for 
all and there was work enough as far as I could tell. My 
husband was big and very strong. He worked as much as any 
two ordinary men. He simply could not take it easy on the 
job, or even work with any degree of moderation. I guess 
the men who worked with him didn't like it much. For many 
of them it was physically impossible to keep up with hin. 
Naturally the boss like it mnd my husband had work when others 
were laid off. . But this was during his best years. He 
couldn't keep wp this pace ferever:: So-v-after a ‘number of 
years he decided to leave the city and get a farm where he 
could work for himself. He was not getting older and he 
knew he couldn't keep up with the terrific strain of working 


for bosses much longer. 
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We sold our property in Chicago and bought a small farm 
in Miokizat. We didn't do so very well on the farm and it 
took plenty of hard work. I don't believe that a city dweller 
moving out on the farm can make much of a success of it. Both 
my husband and I were raised on the farm but thas didn't seem 
to help any. But at least my husband enjoyed the work on the 
farm and there was no one to drive you to death. He was not 
to enjoy his freedom so very long. We had only been on the 
farm about four years when he died. He was then about fifty 
years old, 

Our two daughters were at the high school age when we 
moved to the farm. During the time that we were on the farm 
they both graduated from high school. The older girl went 
to normed college as she wanted to be a school teacher. About 
the stime she had finished her normal training she got married. 
The young man that she married was our neighbor. And now this 
son-in-law and my daughter have taken over our farm. There 
isn't much money to be made on it but it is a home for us. 

My younger daughter married a young man whose home is here 
in the west. 

I have always enjoyed the companionship of my two daughters 
and I have tried to keep myspoint of view sympathetic towards 
the young. I believe that my own nature and temperament are 
of the kind that keep a youthful outlook on things longer than 
some. Although now I am beginning to feel the weight of the 


years. Through my experience when I was young I should have 
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learned tolerance if it can be learned. My elder daughter 
has more of my temperament but she willinever have the ro- 
bustness of personality or physique that I had as a girl. 
My life was different, of course, from thet which my daughters 
havelexperienced., They have always been protected and shel- 
tered, Although I must say that my damwghters have developed 
their mental capacities much more than I Seca: Outside 
of the meager schooling that I received in the village school 
in Sweden there was no effort on my part or anyone else to 
open my mind to anything intellectual. I was bright enough 
but my enviponment was such that there was no stimulus for 
anything outside the strictly utilitarian. I never contacted 
those things that might have opened up other vistas for me. 
The circumstances of my lite were never such that those things 
were considered. 

I had left the church some time before we moved to the 
farm. I became interested in the New Thought teachings and 
lL received a great deal of help and inspiration from them. 
Although at the time that I belonged to the church I denounced 
these same teachings utterly. To me then they were absolutely 
irreligious. 

I didn't see my parents again before they died and I 
know that I shall never see Sweden again.- I have a brother 
and a Sister here in America but the eas of the family stayed 


in the old country. 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY - SWEDISH 


Otto M. Eckman, 1502 West Forty-Seventh Street, Los 
Angeles, was born near Carlshem, Sweden, March 28, 1864. 

He was the third of six children born to Jonas and Seostrom 
(Signal) Eckman. His parents came to Carlsham from the 
province of Smoland. 

He came to the United States when 20 years of age. 
Though he is 73 years old noty he has not retired. He is a 
strong, well-built man, close to six feet in height. Ener- 
getic, beaming, pleasant-featured, quick of step, friendly 
of voice, he is an enthusiastic talker and quick to under- 
stand. Anybody looking for a good carpenter would put 
Otto Eckman to work without thought of age. 

"Sure,” he said, “I'11 tell you all you want to know. 
There's nothing I'm ashamed of. But let's go out here in 
the garage where we won't disturb Mrs. Eckman," he said 
thoughtfully, leaving until a later time the yard work he 
was doing. 

"Back in the old country my father was a millwright. 
So was muie cane rainer: They did nothing else. I learned 
the same trade and followed it until I was 20 years old, 
which was my age when I came to America. In Sweden all work 
was dme by hand and from the water-powered mills along the 
rivers. Grain mills, saw mills, and many other kinds were 


run with water power. My father built mills, did nothing 
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else. Much of his work took him from home at times. 

"On our home place we had a small flour and saw mill. 
We See See both from water power from a small river that ran 
across our land. Our home was a 4-room house, plain, but 
comfortable. We got along nicely, had plenty to eat. We had 

a garden, chickens, goats, pigs, and two cows. Yes, cats 

| and dogs, too. But the principal income was from my 
‘father's employment as a millwright. Mother kept house and 
aia ourteoe chores. She didn't have time for anything else. 
"No, she didn't sing to us or ok when we were babies, as 
Sei remember. No stories either. Too busy, I guess. But 
when we got to be older we all learned to sing a little. We 
learned that A church, and at home we would sing songs from 
| hymn books. at the noon Cea every day father or mother 
gang say grace. When we children grew older we would some- 
times ne the blessing. Sunday mornings was spent mostly 
indoors at worship. In the afternoon we were allowed to go 
out and play. When we got to be old eter to understand 
our folks would tell us stories from the Bible. The only 
other kinds of stories we heard around home were ghost 
stories fron visitors. There were lots of ghost stories. 

"As a boy I had lots of fun. Work always came first, 
and there was lots of it to do. But when the work was done 
we could play. Fishing, swimming, sleigh riding, playing in 
the snow, ice skating, hunting, berry picking. There was 


plenty recreation the year round, 
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tin the river on our place was a dandy swimming hole. 
During summer we would spend two or three hours at a time 
in the water. A Swede takes to water just like a duck, you 
know. About five years ago, by the way, swimming became 
one of the compulsory courses in Sweden's public schools. 
There was fish in the river on the home place. We didn't 
have to go far to fish. We used hooks, seines, traps--any 
way we could catch them was good enough. 

"Two or three miles from home was a lake. Quite often 
on Sunday afternoons during winter we would walk over to it, 
put on our-ice skates, and skate over to town about nine 
miles away. It took us hardly no time to race there and 
back. 

"We didn't indoor games. Card games were against 
church rules. One game we played out in the street--both 
young and grown-ups--with two or three on each side, was 
with a wheel made of hardwood. We would throw the wheel 
down the road and then try to stop it before it would cross 
a certain line, 

"Father's attitude toward us children was that we must 
be obedient end do our ja eer else. He was a good father, 
but I wasn't always a good son. One time he got hold of 
sane dynamite to blast rocks behind the water wheel. He had 
a hard time getting it and a harder time trying to find a 
piace to keep it. But I knew where he kept it. I1 was 


chopping wood, I remember, and got hold of a piece that was 
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very tough. I decided I would try some dynamite on it. I 
bored a hole in the wood, put the dynamite in, adjusted the 
cap, lit the fuse, and ran off a distance to watch the 
explosion split my log in nice little pieces for the house. 
I got nothing but a mess of splinters and an awful spanking. 
I was about 11 years old then. 

"At about the same age when I experimented with the 
dynamite, I got into a real mess of trouble. I had heard that 
goats would butt, without thinking much about it. One winter 
at the flour mill where we kids were helping make furniture 
by hand, I got as pretty a butt as any goat ever made. He was 
a good-natured animal. Hung arowud the mill all the time. 

We fed him and played with him same as if he had been a dog. 
I was ect hl ts over doing something when he rammed me in the 
seat with a butt that threw me 20 feet. 

"Another time some big timbers had been brought up to 
the saw mill. I wanted to make a sleigh with one of the 
niece pieces. I slipped dowm one morning (the mill was quite 
a little woys fran the house) and ran into the tool house to 
get a sharp hend-ax. We children weren't allowed to use the 
sharp tools. While I wes working away, the men started coming 
down. I got scared, slipped the hand-ax under my coat, and 
started to run and put it back. An inch of snow lay on the 
ground. In running I stepped on a pine slab that was 
slippery. It threw me head-first into the snow. The ax cut 
a deep wound in my wrist. Blood began to gush freely. ay 


struck out to the house, leaving a trail of red blood on the 
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snow behind me. I barely got to the house before I fell. 
When I came to I was in bed. You can still see the big scar 
here on my wrist. 

"I hed a big boil on my right leg one time, It was as 
big as the top of a cup. The doctors couldn't do anything. 
At a spring near by was a place with lots of mud about eight 
inches deep. I began going down there to treat my leg, soak- 
ing the boil in the mud for a while, then washing off in 
clean water. After two weeks of md treatment the boil heal- 
ed up. It had bothered me for about four months. 

"We had a good time in Sweden along with our work. Often 
a party of us would go out with dogs and track down rabbits 
in the snow. There was plenty of wild turkey, too. After 
finding the places where the turkeys roosted, we would-.go 
back there at night, shine their eyes with pine torches and 
shoot them. 7 

"I started going to the public school at 7 years old. 
Had to walk two and one-half or three miles to get there. It 
was a l-story building, with two or three rooms init. There 
was a porch. The school was made. of timber and was very warm 
after the birchwood began to burn in the old stove. Long 
benches and long desks were used. Plain or common, but 
comfortable. I attended school about five years. 

"We studied the three R's and geography. School was 
always opened with prayer, hymns and other smgs as well. 

The geography I learned in school serves me good till this 


day. I still remember much that I learned about different 


countries, 
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"Yes, we had our country's heroes in class study. I 
don't remember all of them. I guess we had more than you 
have in this country. J remember in class we had King 
Carl XII and Adolf II. 

"In school we were told considerable about America, about 
the gold stuikea, and about the Indians. The teacher didn't 
have textbooks on the gold strikes and on the Indians. He 
told us about such things in talks from time on time. 

"There was lots of comunity life in Sweden. Next to 
swimming a Swede likes to eat. At almost all our community 
gatherings we had something good to eat. 

"On May lst we wuld celebrate. Parties of young people 
would 0 in groups from house to house where they would sing, 
play instruments, and have refreshments. We would dress up in 
the national costume. Each province had its own costume. 
They were very colorful. The boys wore knee breeches and a 
jacket, with a small head piece of some kind and feather in 
it. Girls wore skirts wide at bottom, close fitting at 
waist, plenty color. Their hair was done up in ribbons and 
stuck with flowers and topped with a sort of bonnet. 

"On Mid-Summer Day, June 24, young end old alike would 
get together. Platform dances, games of all sorts, and 
refreshments. 

"During fall we had the harvest festival. Big crowds, 
speeches, dancing, singing, gemes, refreshments. 

"At Christmas all the women made great preparation for 


a grand feast. Christmas day we went to church. Yor a whole 
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week we would celebrate. No work. One New Year's we had a 
two-day holiday. Then on the 13th day after Christmas the 
last of the Christmas holidays was wevenrateas 

"Births end weddings were always celebrated pretty much 
as in America, except probably a little more there, as I 
remember. 

"There was no library near by. The nearest library was 
at Rowen ey 18 miles away. With no railroads, the only 
transportation was horse and buggy. We didn't use the library 
there. At home we read the newspapers, magazines, and books. 
In Ronebey, a city of three or four thousand population, many 
Americans would come every year to drink the health waters. 

It was a famous spa. The waters were free. 

"At the age of 20 years, I wait dar bd America alone. That 
was in 1884, during Cleveland's administration, I think it 
was. I had heard a lot about America and came over to better 
myself and to be with my sister and uncle, who lived in Austin, 
Texas. I was a good wood-worker and carpenter then. There 
was lots of building going on over here. I knew I could 
get work. I went straight to Austin, Texas, to my sister. 

"We landed at the port of New York. I thought it was a 
great city. The thing that struck me most about this country 
then was its vastness, its extravagance, and its negroes. 
Along the railroad rights-of-way I saw the carcasses of many 
dead cattle, which were probably killed by the trains. In 


Sweden we would not let the hides and bones and fat goto 


ae .e * wh Preis 


eas “ts tela Hp os ea 


ae! 


Wee eee 6 ite ERD oe | Beis 

# bed ew B'xeeY well ocd oksow of _ s#eetdelen Eluow e 
edt sombetatd codte wh agSt edé 8 ne AS aie 
-Redeideloo saw ayabifod sandaliad a To 


A 7 q\Z) : birwy I 
doom Ytterg, betas ioe eyewls otew agal Sbow om adouter a6 
Sei ae Ay At im 


I es Past Sree rots Lies tqeoxe eae at ae 4 


- 


aew esas Sh oe eaT yd tseg vistdtt os sow osed ort 
| vein Sil <ebeotLiet om sek der Bod aeLtn Py: - «tedonos 33. 
yretd if edd geo ds nbib ew » Van eet bue eatod 8 saw noltedroadens | 
.2dood bape ,aenisezen ate qegaved end Soak ow oma, ta “vetedd = 
iat 2 4 


Yureat oft Leggy | Damper 5 wot FO. oondt to io 3 . yodonf al 


A 


ue vy « 


-evetew ditised okt Aaith ot 726y vr8ve ome bLuow eneorems 
198% eo tew sietaw eff a evount 9 eam aT ; 


tect .enofs soltoml ot beftes I 2 8T89% Os to 638 pei gan 
tt antds T eno idertetmiahe ef baaleveld gaiteb 268E at aaw 


tetted of. 2éVe\ ene bast eotnems éwode tol breed bed I. . eeW 
heh 
sHiteut of Sewtl ority edony Sn2 16tele yo dtiw od ot ‘bae ‘Moeva 


» 
s 


eredt .meid ‘redaeqte0 bas Toitow-boow bccotie: * aew . oamaeh | ) 
Bioco T wort £- Jeted m9¥0 10 sates sebbitud 10 esol asm a: 


an ee 


~tetets ym ot Sexe ,itewh od iiatente tnew I alton tea 
anes 5. eat, 
hw merceh tdguodd I tuo well To $300 ond ta bubekt ome 


os f P 
CR diy Neattcal ? 


Yitauoo elit tuods teem ou wourte tade . galdéd edt Wo t. 


ef igh eg ee 


BeoTgen ati bas seaanererine, basta Bhebrig nes Sth 


ot Fg si ne bre cae $8. pet 


W D Fore 2/26/37 Racial Minorities Survey 
Edit-Holland 2/26/37 Swedi sh 

waste. At Hemstead, Texas, as I was sitting in the waiting 
room, a big negro kept coming into the room every now and 
then and looking me over. A- fellow who spoke Swedish also 
came in and told me there had been trouble between the 
whites and the blacks and that I had better come and go 
along with him to his house. My train wouldn't be along 
for six hours, anyhow, he told me, 

"In 1884 I came to Los Angeles. Here I married Anna 
Christine Anderson, ahout 34 or 35 years ago. We have one 
child, Catherine, born in 1902. Catherine can read and 
speak Swedish, but she reads it better than she speaks it. 
I took out citizenship papers here about 40 years ago. We 
don't belong to any native clubs or societies. My precon- 


ceived ideas of this country I found to be a little under- 


estimated, but otherwise about the same. 
"yes, I had plans as to my future work when I came over 
and I have fulfilled them just about as I had expected. 
"Would I like to go back to Sweden? Well, I don't know. 
I haven't seen America yet. I believe if I had lots of money 
and could travel the first thing I would do is see America, 


It's a pretty good country." 
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Swedish Immisgrant-Woman 


Born 1892 
Came to America 1910 


I was born in the province of Vermland, in the southern part 
of Sweden. This province A one of the most beautiful and also 
most fertile partyof the country, The small village where I lived 
was about nine miles from the home of ¥ Selma Lagerlop, the swedish 
authoress, I remember how curious the farmers and the people living 
near us were. I renenber hearing many stories about the goings 
on of the celebrated writer, But the people thought a great deal 
of her, and they were very proud of her accomplishments, They 
were glad to add one more to the list of illustrious writers and 
poets who had been born in this particular part of the country. 

As a child, I also remenber hearing about the explorer Andre, He 
was also a "Vermlanning", and this was at the time that he started 
on his trip in a balloon to the North Pole, 

There were four girls in our family, My mother died when my 
youngest sister was just a baby, and my father was left alone to 
bring us up. My grandmother, on my mothers! side, lived near by, 
so she took charge of us more or less, but she also had her own home 
to look after, 

My grandmother was a very remarkable woman, She was not ed- 
ucated, but she had wonderful talents, She had lived during the 
reign of three kings, She was able to tell us of the changing times 
that she had lived through and of the well-known people who had 
come and gone during her lifetime. I do not believe I haveever 
seen a stronger or finer character in a woman than in my grand- 


mother, 
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She was a great inspiration to me, but I have fallen far short of 
her achievement in development. 

My father rented the small place where we lived. He was 
able to eke out a bare living by hiring out to our more prosperous 
neighbors and by working the five or six acres of land in which we 
lived, But he did not have much help from us girls. He had his 
hands full in keeping us under any kind of discipline. We ran 
wild in the fields, We never sewed on ceharken| merely hitching our 
clothes together with a nail when necessary. We Ted a carefree life, 
We did not suffer any want as far as food was concerned, and we did 
not care about anything else, We were supposed, as we grew older, 
to keep the house in order and wash the dishes, It was always at 
the last minute that we would run in and do these necesaary chores, 
Sometimes, at the very last moment, as our father was returning home, 
we would run into the house, throw all the dirty dishes into a 
big pot, and put the cover over it, But my father was happy- 
go=lucky too, He liked to sit and play on an old guitar and sing 
to his pei iestatanee > staiatinna he would come home a little the 
worse for having taken a drink too many, But all in all he was a 
very kind and understanding father. My grandmother's home was 
within a block from us, so that when she wasn't with us at home, 
we 4 children, especially the youngest, were with her at her place. 
She did all she could possibly do for us, and she was the only one 
who kept us under any control. 

The beauty of = natural surroundings could not be surpassed 
anywhere. It is difficult to describe the clearness and purity of 
the air, especially in the early spring mornings. We were always 


up at five o'clock, My older sister and I had now started school, 
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We walked almost a swedish mile along the highway each morning. I 
renember the many. different flowers along the way, and the soft 
rustling sound of the leaves of the silver birches quivering in 
the air. It was impossible to live here and not feel the beauty 
of nature and be lifted up out of the ordinary everyday life, I 
have always been able to feel the power of eatity ; but I have had 
no special talent for Hivessing it. Surely if I had possessed 
any creative talent whatsoever, these surroundings would have forced 
it into expression, 

When my Oldest sister was nineteen and I was eighteen, an 
uncle in America wanted my grandmother and grandfather to come to 
Seattle where he was then living. My grandmother was seventy years 
old at the time, and my ‘grandfather was about the same age. It 
was quite a long trip for them to undertake, They were both in 
good health, and they decided to leave Sweden, They were going to 
take my older sister along, and as I didn't want to be separated 
from her, I was allowed to go with them, It was a big event in 
our lives when we said goodbye to all our school-mates and friends, 
I was sorry to leave my father and younger sisters, but we felt 
certain that we woulc see each other again. 

We arrived in Seattle, My grandparents were soon settled in 
a small place of their own} This place was in the city, but my 
erunatannde kept a cow — some chickens, She lived very much as 
she had lived in the old country, but she never felt quite at home 


in America, She lived in Seattle ten years before her death, My 
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grandfather died three years before she passed away. 

While we were in Seattle, my sister went to a business college, 
She then got a job in an office and has been doing this same kind 
of work Ate since. I didn't care much for office work, nor had I 
any special aptitude for study. What I really wanted to do was 
learn to dance and go on the stage, but this was out of the ques- 
tion. Even in my own mind, it seemed too far fetched, besides, I 
don’t know that I md any particular talent. So I did house work, 
and I was a good and willing worker when I felt like it, I got 
fairly good wages plus my board and room, I was able to dress very 
well and to have a good time. I met a great many swedish fellows, 
but I didn't marry. I oly cared for one, He was a red-headed 
Swede who had come to America from the same part of Sweden as I 
came from. But he was not the marrying type. 

My sister and I stayed in Seattle as long as my grandmother was 
alive. I always went out to see her on my day off, She would have 
missed us terribly if we had left. In the meantime, we had been 
able to send my next youngest sister the fare,so she was now with 
us here, She worked as I did, doing housework, but after working 
about two years, she married. Her husband was also swedish, 

After the death of my grandmother, my older sister and I 
came down to San Francisco, We had both relatives and friends here, 
I got work 4 in a wholesale company as a stock clerk, I helped 
with almost everything around the place, packing and shipping, etc. 
I liked this work; it was not fussy or particular. I worked in 
this same place twelve years, I worked here until the last two 


years, when the firm went under, and everyone lost their jobs, 
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I received $130 a month for my work. The regular shipping clerk, 

a young man, received a salary of nearly $250. I am sure that I did 
just as much work as he did. But neither one of us had saved any- 
thing, so we were both just as well off financially after we lost 
our jobs, The shipping-clerk of whom I spoke, was married ibaa 
child, They were paying about $45 or $50 for their apartment, 

During this time, my older sister married but was divorced, and 
she now had a baby to support, We were still living together ina 
three room apartment. Both my sister and I were working, so while 
the baby was small, we had a woman take care of her during the week, 
and we only had her home with us during the week-ends, As she grew 
older and went to school, we had her at home with us, 

I have had to go on relief the last six months, and I don't 
know just what will happen next. It seems so queer now to have no 
work at all. During the time when I was working, we were so busy 
and worked so hard,that we had no time, or were too tired, to 
do anything else or even to think, It seemed then, that everything 
depended on going along at full speed, and we lived with little 
thought as we worked. I never want to work like that again, During 
the time that I maatiale! I tried working in a factory making 
lampshades, This was piece-work, and it was impossible to make 
anything at it. One could make two or three dollars a week if 
one were lucky. We had to be there at eight in the morning, waiting 
for work as it came along; I couldn't possibhy waste carfare and 
time here, Then someone $ave me the name and address of a manu- 
recreses who was making apron-dresses, night-dresses, etc, I was 


supposed to take the work home, finish the pieces, and deliver then 
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for twenty cents a piece, I couldn't possibly have made anything 
on them at this price plus the carfare and- time to get the work and 
deliver it. This manufacturer did not seem to have any set prices 
for having his work done. He simply got it done as cheaply as 
possible wherever he could find anyone who was desperate enough*% to 
take the work, My experience in trying to find work was very dis- 
couraging. I could have gone to work at four dollars per week as 
an apprentice, sewing in a gown shop, I tried several factories as 
a power=machine operator, but I could not qualify for speed. I 
was not an expert operator, 

My father is #777/ still on his little farm in Sweden, My 
youngest sister is married and she and her husband have taken over 
Soe My father is getting quite old, and I don't know whether 


ORE ever get to see him again, I would like to go back to visit ] 


my people, 
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The Baby of this family emigrated from Sweden when: 
they were young. fhat is, they were grown but it was before 
they were married. They both came from a small town on the 
eastern coast of Sweden and they were both from lower middle f 
Class homes. Neither one had received any particular advan- 


tages. An elementary school training to start out with was 


ee aan ee ee 


all the education they had received. 
LIne father of this family was a tailor. This trade he ) 
had learned in the old country. He did not- have his own shop f 
but worked in an establishment, under a boss. This family 
was buying a four-room brick house, a typical small home in 
the neighborhbod where we lived. Their home was small and 
crowded and both the house and furnishings were old and shabby. 
Tne only thing in it, of any value, was a piano. | 
There were three children in the family, a boy of thirteen 
and two girls. One of the girls was twelve years old and the 
youngest was about nine. These children could understand 
Swedish but could not speak it, except for a word or phrase. 
The parents spoke Swedish a tihome and between themselves. 
It was easier for them to ezpress themselves in their native 
tongue, although they were fond of using a very broken and 
poor English, which they had acquired since coming to America. 
It was almost as difficult for the parents to speak English 
as it was for the children to speak Swedish. The men, because 
in their work they had to get out among different people, 
generally spoke better English than their wives. 


The home life in this family was about the average. The 


father was skew musical and sang in the Swedish men's chorus 
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and in the different quartettes whenever the Swedes had their 
celebrations. The older girl had taken after her father both 
in appearance and ability. He was tall and blond. She was 
taking music lessons and seemed to show more artistic expression 
than her brother and younger sister. She also seemed closer 
to, and had more sympathy with, her parents’ foreign background. 
Tye other two, as they grew up, mingled more with Americans. 
Tye parents belonged to several Swedish societies and lodges. 
This was their social life. As the eldest daughter grew up 
she associated more and more with the Swedes although not ex- 
Clusively. There may have been some ulterior motive or reason 
for her going in this particular direction. Her edtiier: who 
was getting older and losing her charms, used her daughter, who 
was developing into a very atbractive young woman, as a wedge 
in holding on to her own prestige and popularity among a group 
that otherwise would have dropped her. The mother was willing 
to sacrifice her teugker daughter to her own selfish interests. 
the two girls in this family went through grammar school 
and then to business college. The son started working after he 


finished grammar school. 
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«* My family emigrated from Sweden when I was fourteen years 
nee email 

old. We came from the province of Halsingland in the central 

part of the country. We lived on a small farm in one of the 

villages not far from the city of Sundsval. My parents came 


to America as Mormon converts and we went directly to Salt 


Sed 


Lake. I have lived in and near Salt Lake most of my life ex- 
cept for the last few years that I have been out here on the 
coast. We were six children in our family. An elder brother 
and sister are still in Sweden. When we left there they were 
both working; my brother was in Sundsval and my sister was 
working on a farm not far from where we lived. They had not 
been converted to the Mormon faith and they decided to stay 
in Sweden. Our farm in the old country was sold at auction, and 
my father andmother with the four youngest children started 
off to America. 

I had finished the elementary school in the village where 
we lived in Sweden. When we arrived wherexwextinedxix in Selt 
Lake I had to begin my sghooling all over again. I was then 
@ grown-up boy and I had to start in the first grades with 
the smallest children. It looked as if I wasn't quite bright 
or something. The other boys in the school tormented the life 
out of me. I was called every name that they could possibly 
think of. After two weeks of this I quit school. Nothing 
could have ever persuaded me to go back there. I was big enough 
to have a job anyway. I got work as a delivery boy for one of 
the grocers in our neighborhood and I picked up the language 
and my education as I went along. I worked around town at 


different jobs and it didn't take me very long to learn. Peaple 
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liked me wherever I went and I got along fine. I was able 

to earn a little from the very beginning. During the first 
four or five years that we were here I was working most of the 
time. The money that I earned was a big help to my parents. 
My father didn't earn very much but he was able to find work 
most of the time. He was working as a carpenter. Finally I 
got work on the delivery wagon for one of the big stores down- 
town. I was now making about fifteen or eighteen dollars a 
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week. I liked my job and I felt that I was getting good pay, 
although 

Although Iwas inclined to be somewhat easy with money. My 
parents had bought a small home and I was able to help them 

by paying board and room. JI had always been home and I was 
interested in it. I enjoyed helping my mother plan and buy 
the simple things that we could afford. By careful management 
on my mother's part, and by being used to a frugal living from 
the old country, we were able to get along very well and to 
provide a little beyond the bare necessities. 

For no particular reason, except that I happen to remember 
this incident and was, at the time, quite impressed, I recall 
an experience that was new and different from anything that I 
had known before. A Swedish woman, who called herself a 
Spiritualistic or psychic medium, was then travelling in the 
west. She told my parents that she was a natural daughter of 
Carl XV, of *weden. My parents got to know her and we attended 
a number of her seances. She then proceeded to tell me that 
I was very psychic and that she wanted to see me develop my 
powers. I was quite interested and impressed, as it was a 
different line of thought from anything that I was familiar 


with. I was about twenty years old. I now began taking 
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lessons from her in Tobe breathing and philosophy to develop 
my pSychic powers. I paid her fifty dollars for a course of 
typewritten lessons that she had brought back from the Orient. 
Each day on my delivery wagon trips I would stop at my home 

and practice the Yogi breathing. I kept it up for a time but 

I don't believe it wes in me to become a good psychic. I was, 
by nature, too open and honest in my disposition and I was 

not particularly introspective. I liked people and I liked 

to mingle with them. I belonged to most of the Swedish clubs | 
and orders. I was one of the youngest ir; these groups but I 
had held all the different offices, including that of president, 
in each ones Some of the older fellows turned up their noses 

a trifle at me. They thought I was too young to hold otfice 
and that I didn't know anything as I hadn't had any education 
to speak of. But their education and knowledge were nothing 

to speak of, either. It was simply that they were older and 
had to act superior and uphold their dignity. I was not 
self-seeking, nor did I make myself important so they really 
hadnothing to feel sore about. I enjoyed this sort of social 
life and I knew everybody. It was easy for me to gain friends 
wherever I went. I was very flexible and easy in all my 
dealings with people. I could never say "no" to any one. I 
was the type that anyone can wind around his finger. - But 
sometimes it isn't so easy to unwind them,as I havenoticed. 

se I look back over my life I can see now that a person needs 


character. The approbation of everyone isn't worth anything. 


I was happy when everybody was seemingly a friend. 
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Among the ladies too I was quite popular, both with old 
and young. Even as a young boy the older ladies who came to 
the oe to visit ay mother seemed always pleasantly surprised 
because I would stop and chat and make a fuss over them. It 
always made an impression on them and they felt grateful and 
happy for it. They were not used to any attention from the 


younger people. The latter only acted in a callous and indif- 


ferent way towards them. But I remember at home that we were 
always happy to see an older man or woman and they were not 
Only treated with respect but also with interest and as human 
beings. I was just as interested in talking to an old lady, 
and sometimes more so, as I was in talking to a young girl. 
I don't know whether it was something lacking in my nature or 
not. I remember my wife used to "kid" me about the way I acted 
when I came to call on her before we were married. I would i 
Calmly park myself at the other side of the room from where 
She sat and I sat there all evening, just talking. I never 
thought of getting sentimental or "mushy". It was not be- 
cause I was serious-minded or backwards that [ behaved like 
this. But I know even while I was growing up I was quite free 
_ from emotional disturbances and I had never stimulated myself 
on sex. Some of the young fellows that I ran eround with were 
pretty wild. I seemed to fit in with all sorts. I got drunk 
and had a good time with the rest of them. Although this was 
true, yet having a home, parents, and younger brothers and 
Sisters held me in check more than was the case with some of 
the fellows who were all alone. I know that I didn't want 


\ the younger ones of the family to see me drunk. So often a 
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man's nature and personality get twisted and misshapen by the 
experiences that he encounters. My nature didn't seem to 
coarsen or change by my contact with a great many things that 
were far from uplifting. I was like a duck with water, I shed 
everything. Probably I shed the good along with the bad. A 
nature like mine is difficult to describe. It is neither good 
nor bad. I could take on any atmosphere or companionship that 
I happened to be with. I never used any discrimination with 
my assoGiates because, as I said, I felt friendly towards all. 
I was now working in a large wholesale millinery establish- 
ment and I was getting a fairly good ste salary. Through my 
father I contacted, at this time, a group of middle-aged men, 
all of them Scandinavians, who were interested in a mining 
property in Utah. They had incorporated the company some time 
before this and had been selling stock. . These men were not 
promoters. It was an investment proposition and they all had 
invested their hard-earned money in the mine. Neither my 
father nor I had any investment in it. But I was made secretary- 
treasurer and I had charge of and handled all their business. 
I handled an account of about $1500 for them. These men were 
all working-men and they had very little time or experience in 
dealing with the business end of the company. I didn't know 
my own nature well enough to understand the risk that I took 
in accepting a responsibility like this. These men evidently 
didn't know mach about human nature either. They liked me and 
that was all that mattered to them. They were right in feeling 
that I was honest. I was absolutely honest. I never could 


have gone out to steal in a planned or deliberate way, nor 
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could I have done anything that is obviously dishonest. I \ 
have never had any particular ambition for money or power. . 
Among my numerous friends at this time was a middle-aged | 
lawyer. He was the type that is usually described as having i! 
@ brilliant mind. Now, with too much drinking, a gradual loosen- i 
ing of his moral and physical fiber had set in. He had his | 
small and untidy office in an old theater building. In this 
tiny space his law books and documents lay helter skelter, all 
over the place. He came from an old and fine American family. 
His wife was about his age, a tall, thin, and nervously talkative 
woman. They had no children. They owned a comfortable and nice 
old home in Yalt Bake. But my friend wasn't making much money. 
He was probably losing the prestige that he had once had. But 
he was always planning some fantastic scheme for making easy 
and quick money. About this time he had figured out a perfect 
system for "beating" the horse-races. During the summer and 
fall they were having horse-races at a track outside the city. 
The scheme for making this easy money was very simple. Both 
my friend and his wife were very enthusiastic about it. The 
procedure was to have several people sex stationed at intervals 
from the grandstand at the race track to a specified place 
where someone would be at a telephone connected with one of the 
poolrooms in the city, where they were taking bets on the races. 
Immediately after each race, or as soon as the winning horse 
Gould be distinguished they would begin signalling the number 
through these relays to the person at the telephone who would 
then place the money on the horse that had just won. The idea 


Was to get the bet in on the winning horse before the announce- 
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ment was officially made. My friend was very eloquent and 
persuasive in describing it all to me. There was no risk 
in it after a master mind had worked it out. As Simple as 

scheme 
the shheme was it still took money to operate it and my 
friend naturally didn't have any. I was able to furnish some 
of the backing. During the summer and fall we worked hard at 
"beating" the gambling game. I had my regular job but I furn- 
ished most of the money and there had to be plenty of cash 
on hand all the time. But we were absolutely sure that the 
money we were spending would come back to us many times doubled. 
We spent plenty of money. We both put in all we could scrape 
together. By this time I had forgotten just what was my own 
and that which I had no right to take. But I was going to put 
all the money back that belonged to the mining company just as 
soon as we got things straightened out. The directors of the 
mining company met with me every three months or whenever any- 
thing of importance came up. 

Our profits on the races were pretty uneven. It was hard 
to keep everything working without a hitch. I was beginning 
to feel a little bit uneasy. But it would only take one or two \ 
good bets to clear everything and I would be able to put back 
the money I had taken from the mining company's account. I was 
now about twenty-seven years old. I was not married. I had 
never been up against anything difficult before. Everything 
had been Smooth and easy going. But now I felt myself gradually 


being driven into a desperate position. I was being pushed 
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further and further to the point where I would stand as a 
Criminal. I would soon have to account for my actions gust as 
if I had taken a deliberately criminal step. But there was 
Still a glimmering hope of getting the money back. It seemed 
impossible that I should be trapped like this. I could no more 
have gone out and stolen money that belonged to these men than 
I coulda have flown. But the facts stood there clearly; their 
money was gone and I was the one responsible. At last I knew 
that I didn't have a chance of getting the money back. yen 
then I didn't do anything about it. I merely waited and waited 
day after day until the time when I would be found out. Not 
@ soul knew my secret. I Suppose that I tortured myself need- 
lessly in carrying around the heavy load of guilt during the 
weeks before it was discovered. It is hard to explain that awful 
dead weight that was pressing on me those few weeks. I thought 
of killing myself. I couldn't do it. JI knew that I could work 
and pay back the money. But I couldn't face these men personally 
and tell them that the money was gone. I was at their mercy 
as to how much consideration I might get when they found out about 
it. If they wanted xmyx to, they could send me to prison. 

I was not married at this time but I had a girl friend whom 
I had known for some time. She was of Yanish descent. She was 
reaily in love with me and was anxious to get married. I also 
had a Swedish girl friend. She was four years older than I 
but she was a very fine woman and I knew that she cared a great 
deal for me. Here, too, I was so busy pleasing everybody that 


I didn't know whom I was really in love with. During this time 
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I marrieé@ my Danish girl friend. It was a difficult situation 
‘for ay wife to face &t the very beginning of our married life. 
She knew, of course, that something was wrong but she didn't 
know what it was. Her pat tence and love for me at this time 

i Can never forget. But I° couldn't tell her the truth, I 
couldn't tell anyone. During this time I often wondered if it 
would ever again be possible to feel anything but this heavy 
load that seemed to weigh me downf) until I had no other feeling 
or emotion. If my mind settled on anything else and forgot for 
one second the doom that was hanging over me, the next instant 
it would come back to it with such ekaxyrm sharpness and shock 
that I could easily have cried out aloud from the torture of 
soul and body. 

At last the time came when I was forced to come forward 
with the truth. My father was the first one I told. He worked 
with these men who had entrusted their savings to me. They 
hadn't said anything to him but he had heard talk and gossip. 


These men didn't act in the same friendly manner towards him 


as they had before. My father became suspcious of the situation. 


He came directly to me and asked me about the money and I told 
him of what hadpappened. But I didn't tell him or anyone else 
just how I had lost it. It was a hard blow to my father and he 
didn't have the money to help me with. We uxttw®éx didn't know 
what means these men would take in demanding justice. I was 
willing and able to work to pay back every cent but it would 
take time. 


Finally matters were settled so that I had the chance for 
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freedom and to work to pay back the money. My father-in-law, 

my wife's step-father, loaned me a part of the sum to pay back. 
My wife and I now moved to a small town in Utah where her mother 
and step-father lived. My father-in-law owned a large mercantile 
store in this town and he had several pieces of property around 
here including ranches and dry-farms. I was put in charge of 

the store. Both my wife and I workeGd here and we lived with my 
wife's mother and step-father. We were right under my father- 
in-law's thumb for years, in fact we were never free. [I got | 
along fine in the store. Now that the worst pressure was begin- 
“ning to lighten for me I found that I still had my old person- 
ality and the ability to mix with people. 

My father-in-law was Yanish. But he had come to this coun- 
try as a child and he could barely speak and understand his 
native tongue. He was then about fifty years old. During his 
Boroee he had been sent to Washington, by the people of the 
state, as representative or something. In all probability he 
was sent there because he happened to have enough money to 
uphold his office there. He wasn't much of a politigan. I 
remember everyone who came to the house had to see a huge book 
that he had bought when he was serving his term in Washington. 
This book was a de luxe edition of portraits of all the rep- 
resentatives at thet particular time. His own picture was 
there of course. He had paid about seventy-five dollars for 
this book, or rather for the honor of being included in it, 
and he was very proud of it. He was sometning of a "stepper" 


when he was out, but at home he was so respectable that it was 
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painful. Everyone felt ill at ease. But he was the one who 
held the purse strings and we all jumped around him like pup- 
pets. As I look back I can see how constrained and how far 
from happy our lives were at that time. But, of course, I had 
come there after an experience that had robbed me of all re- 
action and I could live under almost any conditions. And I was 
always able to hide my feelings. My wife and I both worked in 
the store and the house was almost next door to it. For years 
our lives ran along in this way. We haven't had a family and 
we had never had a home of our own. During the last few years 


before my wife died we were by ourselves for a short time. 
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iirs.X was the ely deuenter, in fantly of, four, children, and. 


was “porn in the tom of Umea Sweden yt oh is. ear the. border. of, 
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Two of Mes. xg brothers died wen she was just.a girl, 
Rew t was raised and received her. education An, Umea, which. is.. 
: a | headguarters for Swedl eh army troops in the northern part of ,8weden. 


we hk Xx het ‘and fell in wees with a soldier in the, Swedish calvary and 


“yt bad 


they were harass. Mrs. X was | only seventeen years | of age whet she nj 
% ’ { 
‘was married and ‘continued to live in ner metis town of Umea, for, one Af 


“year petay her marriage as her husband still had one more, year to 


“gerve * the Swedish tat lh Taen her husband had completed, bis..service 


% 4 ity A 


in the amy irs. x and her husband moved to Stockholm, Sweden,her hus- 
“pands home. ‘Mra. X and her: husband remained An, Stockholm, for... three 
years inate. her husband worked. as a painter, for his. father, who. was 


“an the contracting business. 
urs. X'g brother Bac had come to america and. located in Areata, 


“Gartfornta, kept writing to iri. x and her husband that, they «should 


“come us California ag there were many opportuni ties to make money 
ond. owt ‘the direete were practically paved with gold. Mrs.X.and her 
tS Paya = tie Of eS Mesa 


~ husband received gO many of thee letters with glowing: reports about 


a Saat.) GW 


mae riches of uadiee that they finally decided that they, would come 
Le et ki weg: dome tet 
“to Anerice,wnere her brother was. | | 
tae ekiidvet aad thee ae ye . 
| Mrs.X and her husband sold everything they had in the way of 
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ho laf furnishings in Btocknoin before coming to America and only 


aay 


oy 


on ee trot. to 


é 
> } pe ¥ &, 5 yh &; ra Ber eR 


hae s test esw ene fedw be tb pelt gata a'X. en to owt 


ea aA’ 


4 


et so Estes ‘sem ni noitsoube ted bevisoet bns bok iew esw X eM i 


i Lot aS 


a 
ine yraviso te tbewé edd of tefbloe s die evol ad Lie ‘he Yon Kat 


-eud ted, nebewe,mfodxooté o¢ bevom Bnadeud ted bose X. exit YoOrrs. odd | 
seidt tot mforiwtoos® nt bentemet basdaund ted bas X.e1M a 
esw oow.tentet ald tot tTetatsg 8s eas bestow baadaud tend etedw ounce 
peenteud sattostinoo a 

.AdeotA at betsool ‘eo soitemA ot emo bad odw tedtord a'X.etM 
i, Hlyode yet tadd boedeud ted bre X.erM of gate tow oD 


yetou eam ot gettinutxroqqe yasm etew eteds as elstottisd) of 


wed. bos Keer shies ddtw beveg ylisotioatq etew etestta edt tects 


tuods ejitoger sotwols ditw eaetettel eesedd to Yoasm oa beviece bru 
emoo bivow yedd gadd bebtoob ylieatt yori gecit soitemA to esciot 
«28W neridord ted Damas 


iW 


“uno ban ao items: ot Baise etoted asostoost at « 


A ‘ 
’ . f 
. ie ae yg i 


Lt eee % it [a “it .'y 2 A * x r 7 ; Fen Pt ‘isbn ct lit e : a 


£ 4 4 o IPs + Fd | Miron © le ie, 
ff. , wa i fk sen 


Wiles: x and her husband Tecret passage ‘on a steamer from Stockholm 


> Ate ‘York,’City. ‘On arriving in New.York City, .they sain. 


Rs ial had written her she had. de aa 8 a beautiful city and when , she 
" landed in Arcata ‘and saw ‘only a small ee she wanted to £0 ‘Meee to 
ts Sweden again. Mrs.X's brother could see that his sister was very. down- 
ad BA ated and to cheer her up he invited ipa and her husband to ee to 
the moving’ picture show. Mrs.x was more downhearted than ever han 


she went to the theatre ag it was only a amall théstre with wooden 


benches for Senate and whe mad been used to opera houses in Stockholm, 


“Sweden and the picture. thal wag playing at,.the theatre was one of 

Pr Ghat i'e Chaplin which she had geen in Pieckhelm a month before sich 

_. came to America. 

By. Mre.X's sieg ane secured a job with a barrel company in Arcata and 

7 worked every day in the year, including all Wtidove ter two dollars 

a gay. Two daughters were born to Mrel% and..the patent her daughters * 
‘Kept her from getting so lonesome for her home country. Mrs.X raised 
her two daughters and edtitated them in ‘gow public schools. After they 

“received their. education both daughters married. One daughter has two” 

_ children and, the other opeenter has one child. Mrs.X spends: her time 
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“between her daughters’ as one still lives in Arcata, California, and tnt 


other daughter, lives im. vais Francisco. Now that Mrs: aa raised her 
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San Francisco, Galif. dan. 22-36. 


Dr Paul Radin, Negr. 


Reserch Department, 


Mr Wetten born in Sweden in the year of 1888 attending school 
until the age of sixteen, at which time he decided that it was 

time for him to get out to make his own way in lifa, and also 
account the family being in a moderate dircumstances, He drifted 
from job to job working at whatever he could get to do, and finally 
drifted into the sea faring business,as a common sailor, after 
Making a number of trips te nearby lands, he succeeded in 
Qualifying as an able body seaman and was assigned on regular trips 
to tinited States Ports, his first trip across the ocean was to 
New York City, In his estimation this was a frofitable and a very 
interesting trip, particullarly in New York while off shore leave 
with several of his palls making the rounds of amusements, Panmtmikingm 
minkm sampling the various kinds of drinks that were offered, and 
soon found that they were able to navigat?+as well as they were 
accustomed to while on the high seas, so they decided that they 
leave the drinks alone. What amsed him greatly was the styles and 
custom of the american ways, particullarly the american girls. 
Being that they had some money to spend to accepted invitations 

to amusement resorts where many sorts of amusements were offered. 
so he soon found out that with money it does not take long to 
locate almsements of the kind they were seeking, and also found 
that it did net take very long to spend the money that he had with 


him, after that was gone things became more disinteresting, making 
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it necessary for him to return to his ships quarters. After leaving \ 
the port he began to realize that there was something about the 
Tanner, wayS and costum of the american people that was interesting 
to him, in fact he felt that he received full value for all money 
he spent, with a desire for more return trips to the United States. 
On his return to his home port, he had many stories to tell his 
friends, account being the hero of the hour by giving his friends 
information and experiemces that he had in the foreign lands, he 


himself become very much inthused in telling his story, and by being 


80 greatly inthused, and had a group of good.listeriers, he found 
himself drifting with his stories beyond tinm what actually transpired. 
Not only being recognized as a hero amongst his boy friends, but also 
Was recognized by his lady friends as being a real man, amd found it 
impossible to accept all invitations that were given him by his 
various girl friends, on his return from a yoyage. This wade it 

very interesting for him, Also the sea faring business become as a 
second nature, having fully decided at this time that this was his 
business occupation to follow. His pay check during this time was 

not so very big, however after spending some for amusements, and 
personal expenses, he managed to have some lsft over to help his 
mother some every month.with some money and occasionally a dress 
from the United States which pleased her very much, Mititer manfieumsmmn 
During this time he guarded against love affairs, however after a 

few years he found himself slipping and finally fell in love with: 

a girl, or else he thaught he did, and they decided that they would 
get married, and so it was, A few days after the wedding he had to 


leave on his assigned trip, to return in three weeks or possibly a 


month. Reing that he was away from home so mech this did not appeal 
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to his wife any too well, and things did not prove out as well as 

he first thaught it would, as he did not until then realize the 
financial obligations with the moderate salary that he was receiving, 
After a year or so his mother died , mking it a little easier for 
him financially, but loosing interest in marriage, due to the fact 
that his wife was of a flighty nature, After ~.few years of this 

sort of marriage, they ®emiiaa@m agreed to disagree, picking up his 
personal effects stowing same on board ship that he was scheduled to 
leave. bidding some of his personal friends farewell for good. 

On his arrival in the United States he managed to get his personal ef 
effects ef? heash: to remain in the United States. Since then he has 
worked at many different trades, and always managed to get along nicey 
and always enough money to satisfy his desires. Resides having 

Saved up considerably, sufficient that will keep him for several 

years without doing any work, At present he lives in gan Francisco 


but expects to go to Seattle and northern country in spring. where 


he has many associates to remain for th ,summer, and possibly do a 


little work at odd jobs, | 


By Adolph Forth. 
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b re ae Ni gey toe red Report by O A Morris 
Wry? : £112 Union street. 


ie 


realized. 
8 Fell street. 


ne Mr. Pearson came to America at the age of 18, "to seek better 
‘conditions in whet I believed was a land of opportunity.” 
Ray 3 
A His parents were farmers. He learned the upholstery trade, and 
until 1929 or 1930 had no difficulty in obtaining employment. He believes 
he was better off financically up to 1930 than he would have been in his 
. country. 


hts Mr. Pearson owned 2 furniture store and upholstery establishment 

in the 2200 block of Union street at the beginning of 1950. He sold the 

business and went to work for the purchaser, serving as an upholsterer ar 
finisher. "I am better off, working only a few hours a week for the man 
who bought me out,” Mr. Pearson Bays, "than I would have been remaining in 
business for myself. ‘ 


This intelligent gentlemen does not believe NRA is the solution 
of America's business problems. He believes an entire change in the economic 
setup and wage system are essential to recovery. "Not until the worker 
again receives a wage that wild enable him to buy both necessities and 
luxuries," Mr. Pearson says, "can we hope to put business back on its feet. 
We will never return to conditions of the early part of 1929 because the 
country has outlived the situation that made those conditions possible. 


"I am better off in America today than certain of my relatives 
are in Sweden. ButWl am much worse off financially than I have been for 
the last ten years, and I see no hope of improving my condition.” — 
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Swedish. y 

‘ { 
» ee Sweden, that rugged North European country produces as hardy 
on and enduring a race of people as can be found anywhere in the world. 


To be a good lumber-jack, one must possess these qualities to 
a marked degree in order to meet the constant test of strength which 
has to be met; alliof these, a Swede possesses, and so,-George, 
By chance, I encountered George on Howard street,colloqually 


known as " 


skid road." Bluntly, this raw boned specimen of manhood 
related to me from whence he came and how, when,and where. 

Born in Geffe on the gulf of Bothnia, which borders Sweden on 
the Northeast, each ee spent the first fifteen years of his 1 Seing 
the eldest of three boys, his father being a fisherman. Attending 
school for five years, he then went to work for his father, assisting 
him with the catch untill the latters death in nineteen hundred and 
fifteen, Left an orphan, his mother having died when he was ten years 
of age, George became discouraged, so it was that he and his brother 
decided to come to America, the wonders of which had always interested 
him. They Sieaced paxiace as seamen on a Swedish freighter and departed 
from Stockholm in December nineteen hundred and fifteen via the Panama 
canal, direct for California. Six weeks enroute their first landing 
H was at Bureka,California where they were to take on a cargo of redwood 

: lumber, the object of the trip. It was while in the Northern Redwood 


Empire that he and his brother, decided to remain as Contamat were then 


‘dn great’ demand. Both brothers spent fifteen years in and around the 


great. mills and fore ake of this 1 haa panel 7 Scotia,Korbel and the 
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of New York. Later she came to San Francisco where she 


Mrs. 4 came to the United States from Sweden when.she 


was quite young, secured employment as a domestic in the city 


married; the result of this union was three children, two 

girls and one boy. One daughter married a minister and is 

living cr the city of Soston. The other daughter married 

in this city and has one child, a boy; her husband died a 

few years ago. The wife is now teaching school in our city 
Mrs. X's son 


and supporting her young son. #® graduated from the University 


of California in the profession of dentistry and is practicing 


his profession in Los Augeles. He is married and has two 
children. Mrs. X. is married for the second time and is 
considered ko be in a comfortasle financiaad condition, her 
income deriving from rentals of some flats and properties 
left her by the first husband who was a sea-going man of 
swedish birth. 

Mrs. X was somewhat reluctant in giving this informa- 
tion, as she stated that, being a citizen of thése United 


States, she should not be required to answer questions. But 


after explaining to her that it was not concerning her cit- 
izenship or anything of a personal nature and that her name 


and address would not be used, she was in & more receptive 


mood. She came to this country because it was the opinion 


of her parents that pke her future life would be more secure | 
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iF ancial standpoint if she were in America. 


i 


Her reaction regarding the United States is along the 


line of too much taxes, and she thinks the Swedish govern- 
ment looks after its people in a better way. In which way 
she seemed quite unable to explain. She of course likes 
the United Staves but thinks there is too much extravagance 
in politics here, and the main gpyersexm¢ cause of our 
depression. . 


Mrs. X. is past sixty years of ege, strong and healthy. 
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Mr. 0. came to America in 1896 at the age of twenty-one 
years. He was born in Oslo, Sweden, and in his early life 
in Sweden he worked with his father as a helper in the fisheries 
of the land of his birth. His father and moter prospered in 
@ small way in their thrift and constant efforts of his father 
in the fishing industry. There were two boys in the family, the 
other boy remaining in Sweden, 

Mr, 0. left for América because of tle good reports he 
had so many times heard of the opportunities in the United 
States. On arriving here he procured work on the Atlantic 
coast with a fishing concern and for a few years followed 
this line of work. He later came to the west coast where he 
has since lived, following one line of work and another until 
he finally returned to fishing on the Pacific Coast. He was 
xeeK very Successful working for some time as a mate on a 
boat and later he acquired a boat of his own. For years he 
has fished from Valifornia to Alaska. 

He is a citizen of this country and feels his immigzation 
to the United States was a very good move on his part. After 
a mumber of ycars in America he married into his own group 
over here, and now has three children, two boys and one girl, 
all of whom are now attending schood. 

Mr. ©. does not show any particular interest in his 
native country, and he thinks the United States is by far the 


better place to live. He states that from the reports he has 


from the land of his birth, a person can make a living there 
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I was tPained to do ell kinds of housework, sewing and 


particularly cooking. After I was out of school and hed to 
support myself I went out as a family cook. For a while I did 
this, becoming adept in cooking. Then I-had @ place working in 
the Royal Palace, and my cooking was liked. After a time I 
knew some people coming to America because they could get better 
wages for their work over here, and so I came too, and located - 
in Seattle. I knew almost no English, but I tried very hard and 
finally got so I could understand perfectly even before I could 
say all I wished in snglésh. 

I had no trouble in securing good places for $60 and 
more per month, with all my living supplied. I can cook exetBt ne 
in the nicer ways, and I know how to serve, to arrange course,etc. 


After I had been here a few years I met a Swedish man 


———-_- | ———- ne 


whom I married. He was working as a lumberman in one of the 


| 


big lumber mills in the Northwest, on Puget Sound near Seattle. 


We bought us a little cottage home in this lumber town near the 
milis and after a while we had a child. then things did not go 
SO well and finally I hed to leave my husband, or rather he went 
off and left me. 

This was a bad situation, as I had the child and no in- 
come as my husband left me nothing, simply departed. I could not 
leave the baby to go back to work, 

. Fortunately my brother had come over in the meantime and 
was doing well in a job close by. He came to see me and I told 


him my situation, and that the house wag not paid for. I also 
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My brother "paid. if I would eet a divorce from my hus- 
“band, and settle the matter of the house, so he could not take ‘ 
it away from ae, he would take a room with me, and make the 
payments and help me until the child was older and things were 
in better condition. 
| So my brother made this good offer. Then the husband 

of the lady for whom I worked in Seattle was a lawyer and said 
he would get me a divorce, which he did, With the help of my 
brother and this lady I waa able to get on my feet again. Fin- 
ally I arranged to work some outside my home even while the 
child was small. Later I took some boarders, and with my 
brother's help lived very comfortably until -my boy wa s large 
enough to leave. 

I was quite ill about the time of this trouble, but 
now I am well again and very thankful. I like America and never 


think of returning to Sweden unless it would be fora visit. 
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es . When I was twenty-four years old I left Sweden. At the 


7 
time, I was working in one of the big saw-mills. This was in 
C< : 


1888 and at that time nothing had been done towards the better- 
ment of the workers’ condition. We were utterly at the mercy 
of the employer. We worked as many hours as he saw fit, and at 
whatever salary the employer felt that he could afford to pay. 


There were probably employers who might want to pay their 


workers more but if they did they would be unable to sell their 


wares as cheaply as their competitor. It was a hopeless con- 
dition for the worker. 

Many of my young friends had left the country and most 
of them had gone. to America. I had received letters from them 
and they all described America in glowing terms. I was young 
and free. I had not married. I now began thinking seriously 
of emigrating. At least I wantea to get out of Sweden. I was 
not quite decided on where I wanted to go. I had enough money 
to get to America and this seemed to be the biggest adventure. 
I went directly to Vhicago and here I came in contact with 
several fellows that I had known in Sweden. I got into the 
building trade in Vhicago and worked my way from being a car- 
penter's helper until I was an independent contractor. During 
this time there was a regular building boom on. Everywhere new 
buildings, stores, homes, etc. were being built. I kept mostly 
to the building of family flats. These were either two or 


four flat buildings, each flat consisting of 4-5-6 rooms. They 
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But I was able to make good 


I had now married and I had a 


Birnie Hite Ber 


very nice home. I morried a Swedish girl who had only been 7 


here a short time. I was able to give my five children a far 


better education and start in life than I had had. America to 


. we 


sme ~has always seemed the land of opportunity. My experience ; 
here during the years of my active life was favorable. I came 
gee. here with gothene. I had no one to help me, I did not know the 
language, I had no education to speak of. In fact I eee eee 

men who came over from the old country and they could le rdly 

write their own names and yet they were able to become eee 
successful. These same men made good "hoses" and were able 
% to get others to work for their benefit and many of them were 
able to accumulate small fortunes, ; + 


I have never been back to Sweden, not even for a visit. / 


But I would be interested in seeing the old country now, re- 


When I was younger I was always too busy and now I am too old. | : 
| 
membering what it was nearly a half century ago. | 
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The subject of this narrative is a native of Sweden. 


He was born 4& short distance from Gotebereg, where he 
attended school up to the age of fifteen, afterwhich he 
Sailed with his father trading mostly in the North sea and 
among the neighboring countries. 

4fter five years in the North Sea he decided to extend 
his trips to warmer climes and he signed with the Olsen 
Steamship Company to go as oiler's helper on their routes 
to South America. On his second trip he received his papers 
as oiler and then extended his trips to Australia and China 
in which route he continaed for five years. On the last 
trip about two hundred miles off the coast of Uhina they 
picked up a derelict and towed it into the port of Hongkong 
for which the crew received ninety-two dollars a piece prize 
money, which was cheerfully received as they were then only 
getting thrrty-five dollars a month. 

Upon his return he joined the Iuckenbach Line at Liver- 
pool, and emtended his route to South America, Vhina and 
the west coast of the United States. This time he signed 
as oiler for one year and it was their good luck to land at 
Auckland just a year and a day from the time of their signing 
up and they all walked off the vessel and demanded their time 
and according to the maritime law oyiaae to be paid until 
they were returned to their home port after the Bxyex expiration 
of their time. As the vessel was bound for the United States 


they were paid while in port for another five months and two 
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weeks at five dollars per day. He said that was:the best 


piece of luck he has ever had. 

On his voyages to the Uhina seas he encountered many 
typhoons and monsoons but the sailors dreaded the latter 
the most. A vessel would be raised on the erest of a terrific 
sea dnd then thrown into & valley of water ak a hundred feet 
below and one would think the vessel would be torn to pieces. 

Upon his next trip he joined an English Company also 
coming to the west coast of the United States, but he only 
signed for the trip and was discharged at San francisco. 
Since that time he has made this his home port. He was here 
at the time of Pie’ wavid war and made several trips to New 
York where they took wooden vessels that had been made here 
for transport service. When they arrived at New York they 
were allowed their fare to return to San “rancisco and five 
dollars per day for five days. Me sold his ticket for 
‘thirty-five dollars and sailed back on another vessel, thus 
being paid his fare and time, and working his way back. 

By this time they were getting eighty-five dollars as 
oilers which tontinvued until the big strike of 1928, since 
which time they have not received more than one half that 
amount. 

He says the conditions for the sea-faring men are very 
poor at the present time. 

He has sailed all seas and Bimitme climes and he believes 


there is no port like that of San Francisco. 
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| ; My reasons for coming to America were purely personal. 
By, this I mean that my emigration was more of a momentary | 
consideration. I believe now that I made a big mistake to | 
enigrate. When I first came to America I got work as 4 mech- 
anic in a garage and I received fairly good wages. I was 
always of aovial and happy disposition and most of my wages 
went on drink and good times. I had many Swedish friends at 
that time who were glad to receive me, and who knew of my 
family in Sweden. 

I lost my job in the garage and for the past four years 

I have had no work of any kind that was steady. Finally there 
was nothing at all to do. For the past year and a half I have 


been working as janitor and doing odd jobs in an apartment house. 


But I could never have lived on this work if it hadn't been for 


‘the kindness of the woman manager who has taken me in and 


given me a roof over my head and I am able to get a "drink" 
once in a while. 

I do not believe that I shall ever return to Sweden or see 
any of my family again. I am now forty-five years old, but I 
feel that my life is at an end as far as any worth while effort 
is concerned. I want to go on living, however, as I have no 
grievance with life. It has given me a great deal and I have 
enjoyed it all. I do not like to talk too much about myself 
or personal affairs. But I had a good gift of speech and the 
ability to hold peoples' attention during the time that I was 
making my speaking tours in Sweden. And I enjoyed this public 


work and I really felt that it was a great and worth while object 
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in life tohelp my fellow-man. I was probably too weak in 
character to go very far in anything that would take much moral 
Stamina. For a person of my character there is always some- 


thing that comes along to trip him up. 


® 
» 


My former life, my education, my family, my friends() these 
afe all things of the past and& I have no contact with them wak 
whatsoever. But I still am able to get a "drink" once in a 


while and this is one of my greatest pleasures. 
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diy reasons for coming to America were purely personal. 

By this I mean that my emigration was wore of a momentary 
consideration. I believe now that I made a big mistake to 
@migrate. When I first came to America I got work as a mech- 
anic in a garage and I received fairly good wages. I was 
always of ajovial and happy disposition and most of my wages 
went on drink and good times. I had many Swedish friends at 
that time who were glad to receive me, and who knew of my 
family in Sweden, 

I lost my job in the garage and for the past four years 
I have had no work of any kind that was steady. Finally there 
was nothing at all to do. For the past year and a half I have 
beén working as janitor and doing oda jobs in an apartment house. 
But I gould never have lived on this work if it hadn't been for 
the Kindness of the woman manager who hes taken me in and 
given me a roof over my head and I am able to get a "drink" 
oncé in a while. 

I do not believe that I shall ever return to Sweden or see 
any of my family again. I am now forty-five years old, but I 
feel that my life is at an end as far as any worth while effort 
is concerned. i want to go on living, however, as I have no 
grievance with life. It has given me a great deal and I have 
enjoyed it all. I do not like to taik too much about myself 
or personal affairs. But i had a good gift of speech and the 
ability to hold peoples' attention during the time that I was 
making my speaking tours in Sweden. And I enjoyed this public 


work and I really felt that it was a great and worth while object 
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thing that comes along to trip him up. . a 
My former life, my education, my family, my frienast) these 

afe all things of the past ang I have no contact with them mak 

whatsoever. But I still am able to get a "drink" once ina 


while and this is one of my greatest pleasures. 
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At the age of eighteen Mr. X came to America with his 
mother and a younger nephew. His mother at the time was almost 
Sixty years old. They had emigrated from a small town on the 
eastern coast of Sweden. The father was dead. The mother of 
the young nephew, an only sister, had died a year or two be- 
fore while they were still in Sweden. Most of their money 
went for the transporation over here. The mother had a little 


left over so that they weren't absolutely destitute on their 


arrival. But as soon as they had safely arrived it was up to 


the son to get out and find something to do to support the 
family. The son was tall and thin, not a muscular person. 
He was a great deal like his mother, wiry end tenacious. He 
got work as a baker and in this trade he worked a great deal 
at night. It wasn't long before they bought a small home. 
It was rather far out but he rode his bicycle to and from work. 
They had a large plot of ground around the house and during a 
part of each day he workedlin the garden until the place was 
a-bloom and green with flowers, shrubs, and a lawn over the front 
yard. He was especially fond of roses. During the summer the 
yard was filled with yellow and red and white roses. Wherever 
he went he would always xm present his friends with huge bouquets 
of flowers from his garden. 

He was a strong socialist when he first came to xxx this 
country and he was also interested in the more radical groups 
and was an active and enthusiastic worker among them. As he 
grew older, about twenty-seven or twenty-eight years old, he 
began to lose interest in mass movements. He became impatient 


with people. He was developing into a strong individualist. 
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His schooling had only included the elementary school in Sweden i 
but he had always been an omniverous reader and more of the stu- 
dent type. Intellectually he felt himself to be a self-made 

man and was inclined to be impatient with others who didn't 
progress like himself. As he became more individualistic his 
wish was for muscular strength. With the help of Bernard Mac 
Fadden's physical culture books he proceeded to build up his 
physical prowess. He also gavé up his work as a baker and 

found work in a brick-yard. This was more to his liking be- 
cause it was out-door work and gave him the muscular exercise 

that he wanted. But he continued to be the lean and lanky type. 
One of his pet grievances was his first name. It was too namby- 
pamby and too biblical to suit him and during this time he de- 
cided to change it into something more suitable and to his liking. 
His ideal personality at this time was Petronius, the Roman 
esthete. And he was going to follow the example of Petronius 
even ar death. At the age of forty-five my friend had planned 
to step out of life in the most graceful way that he could think 
of as he felt that after the age of forty-five no one should 
continue to live. He was most emphatic on this idea. (By this 
time I am sure he has changed his mind on this point.) His 
naturally artistic temperament was somewhat chilled and inhibited 
by a puritanical background, or perhaps it was the frigidity of 
the north. But his efforts and abilities were all towards creative 
expression, He sang, that is, in group singing. He also wrote 
poetry and was rated as a good poet for his poems and hiswork 


was becoming well-known in the Swedish newspapers. During all 


this time he used to send in contributions of poetry, letters, etc. 
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He didn't make any money with his poetry but he had found his 
creative work and he had his half-day job at the brickyard. \ 
He was no spendthrift and the little he made kept the family 
going. He spent very little on himself except for books. He 
counted hismoney very carefully from a small coin-purse that 
he always carried in his pocket. There was no flashing of 
bills or carelessness in the handling of the money that went 
through his hands. Their home was small and plain. It wasn't 
always kept in very good order. The mother was old and feeble 
and it was only with the greatest effort that she could do the 
ordinary work around the house. But he had his own room which 
wes arranged according to his own taste and which he kept in 
perfect order. Here he had his books and desk. This room was 
his pride. It was a sancfhuary to him. Here, with his poetry 
and his books, was his whole life and expression. He. had 
struggled on alone and unaided to this goal. His art was not 
' the spontaneous, free, and easy expression that some artists 
have but it had to be freed and grappled from the hardness of 
his environment and his own nature. By this time he had be- { 
come a full-fledged type of rugged individualist. Through 
difficulties and through his own striving ha@head managed to 
create a place where he could identify himself. He had shaped 
his surroundings to comply with his needs. 

When I say that he had molded his environment into what he 
wished it to be, it wa isn't quite true. There was always a 
terrible clash between his mother and himself. He could hardly 


speak a civil word to her. Although she was old and extremely 


feeble, she was still able to hold her own ground in battle 
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pretty well. Lhis wasn't the ordinary circumstances when youth 
and age clash through the impatience on the part of the younger, 
but there was such a bitterness and hatred between these two 
that it was like the snarling and clashing between wild animals. 
I was forced into sympathy with¢ the mother because she was 

the older and weaker of the two. But I often wondered what was 
at the bottom of such bitter hatred and such terrible clashing 
of personalities. 

The nephew was the direct opposite of his uncle in every 
way. He was the gangster type and he caused both his uncle and 
grandmother a great deal of worry and anxiety. He was the type 
that rode in six-day bicycle races or drove up the side of a 
mouiitain in motor-cycle contests. Betweeen these two, the 
wild nephew and her own son, the old lady didn't have a very 
happy or peaceful old age. But she was a good scrapper and not 
easily intimidated. ‘She kept each of them pretty well in hand 
although at times she became utterly exhausted and renid have 
to take to her bed for days. Their home on the outside was 
neat aS @ pin. There was an "old country" air about the place 
that made it seem homelike and attractive and it looked dif- 
ferent from the carelessly kept yards that made up the rest of 
the street on which they lived. There were many children living 
afound the neighborhood and mischievous boys ran wild all over 
the street. Here, too, the old lady showed herself a far better 
Scrapper than her son. She would go out and with clinched fists 
and shrill voice battle with the youngsters who were always 


throwing stonesginto the garden or in some way trying to damage 


what had been carefully cultivated and put in order. The 


pri teaaxey. ay, sein 
| ' t i . i i , 


rw Bele. we 808e tod dom edd ee sagas {ee 


AG ew a Bid Wy IO tey eo baglilg gee LO by Le vows odd) to. . vokaen ‘baie a 


enti eet p. obs 2099 Howe’ ‘bins! herded, todd Aoue, #0 moatod: edd. 


ay 


A MRR Re Yi) AY a eoit2tanol 


d j ‘ S\N 
Bev Gt ea ui Se ed hed ie foods ety enw ‘wedge oat 


ee ean Let Pe Me Vo, Leake 6d. bev ‘ed Ya robauaes etl o: Baw aa 
Gey, one a ene Las ce Vtwow be twos oad eel 
| PU Oh War Oya Bee aooee Sieyotd yobastid al 9003 om 
2 0 RN 1 es wage nonaunie BPAQVCO eLdyormodom oh mbed 
yew evn! Cb SS COE ble add’ noe avg het batt woaysit O04 


CON DOP eG e Book ik ikaw verte dk eas bf, Extteoseq 1G. ag 


ir Hi ‘ a 
PR ok Pe, eed Ble wet.) Se dee Toew ed - ‘ botebimitat wilges 
Vet bio de Bile. bod eines. rae Sa Le agin mene ef tar Nay ae silos 


AS TOA BAS he: Samo RT | rt a 20% bed Mn aul. od olet oy 2 


OL ete Paste Se ye cure dy dole ove) a ew ead esi a au a 
. +tih bomen be bce ovidnsatéa bue en bf emi spcliD Neen” 
Oyo dia es nae early. Os of a, DXA  Tepeat ClagelLacen ong, noe 6 
wai iv Lif PONE LIAG) Siow eraw oon bevel yond Woda 10 sooue “odd 


eee Lia ‘oliwy re By CTO aL OR LBL Das Loodsoddig hen. oud bao 


190790 ante Libeaed DO wodts oat who ede ood Tel ry sas 


es 


evel benord t's Hk acts duo oa bLnow oidt: "toe ok ‘iad, coc 


By euta htt {yy rodeo silt iti otitad soior Lean 


Bene hs aude ue eaou md “0. iy oud Obi peeuove 


p lived until the ripe old age of eighty-five years and 


her life time she easily ruled as far as the home and 
se were concerned. As long as she was alive no younger 
an could ever have stepped in there and taken her place 

wey from her, It was a battle to the very end for her. But 

she clung tenaciously to life, no matter how hard and bitter 


: was. The son never married but he had a wide circle of 


M4 mail because of his poetry and writing, and the last time I 


friends and ae@quaintances. He received a great deal of fan 


saw him he was enclosing a pressed white rose in a letter to 
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When my oldest sister was nineteen and I was eighteen, an 
uncle in America wanted my grandmother and grandfather to come 
to Seattle, where he was then living. My grandmother was seventy 
years old at the time and my grandfather was about the same age. 
It was a very long trip for them to undertake, but they were 
both in good health, and they decided to leave Sweden. They were 
going to. take my older sister along and as I didn'& want to be 
separated from her, I was allowed to come with them. It was a 
big event in our lives when we said good-bye to all our school 
mates and friends. I was sorry to leave my father and younger 
sisters, but we felt certain that we would see each other again. 

We arrived in Seattle. My grandparents were soonsettled 
in a small place of their own. This place was in the city, but 
my grandmother kept a cow and some chickens. She lived as much 
&@s possible in the same way she had lived in the old country, 
but she never felt quite at home in America. She lived in Seattle 
ten years before her death. My grandfather died there three years 
before she passed away. 

While we were in Seattle my sister went to a business coll- 


ege. She then got a job in an office, and has been doing this 
same kind of work ever since. I didn't care much for office 
work, nor had I any special aptitude for study. What I really 


wanted to do was to learn to dance and go on the stage, but 


this was out of the question. liven in my own mind it seemed too 
far-fetched; besides, I don't know that I had any particular 
talent. So I did house work; and I was a good and willing worker 
when I felt like it. I got fairly good wages plus my board and 
room. 1 was able to dress very well and to have a good time. I 


met a great many Swedish feliows but I didn't marry. I only 


cared for one. He was a red-headed Swede, who had come to 
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America from the same part of Sweden that I came from. But he 
was not the marrying kind. My sister and I stayed in Seattle as 
long as my grandmother was alive. I always went out to see her 
on my day off. She would have missed tkerex us terribly if we 
had not been there. In the mean time we had been able to send 
my next youngest sister the fare so shé was now with us here in 
Seattle. She worked as I did, at house work, but after about two 
years she married; her husband was also Swedish. 

After the death of my grandmother,my older sister and I 
came down to San Francisco. We had both relatives and friends 
here. My sister was still doing office work and soon found work 
here. 1 got work in a wholesale company as a stock clerk. Il 
helped with almost everything around the place, packing and 
Shipping, etc. I liked this work, it was not fussy or particular; 
I worked in txis same place for twelve years. I worker there 
until the last two years, when the firm went under, and everyone 
lost his job. I received $130 a month for my work. The regular 
Shipping clerk, a young man, received a salary of nearly $50. | 
I am sure that I did just as much and almost as heavy work as ney 
did. But neither one of us had saved anything so that we were 
both just as well off financially after we lost our jobs. The 
Shipping clerk, of whom I spoke, was married and had one child. 
They were paying about $45 or $50 for their apartment. 

During this time my older sister had married but was divorced , 
and she now had a small baby to support. We were still living to- 
gether in a three-room apartment. Both my sister and 1 were wens 
Rexvimx working, so while the baby was small we had a woman take 


care of her during the week,. and only had her home with us during 


the week-ends. As she grew older and went to school, we had her 
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at home with us. 

I have had to go on¢ relief the last six months, and I don't 
know just what will happen next. It seems so queer now to have 
no work at all. During the time when I was working we were so 
busy and worked so hard that we had no time, or were too tired, 
to do anything else but work -- we didn't even think. It seemed 
then that everything depended on going along at full speed, and 
we lived with little thought as we worked. I never want to work 
like that again. During the time that I was idle I tried working 
in a factory, making lampshades. This was piece-work and it was 
impossible to make anything at it. One could make two or three 
dollars a week if one were lucky. We had to be there at # eight 
in the morning, and wait for the work as it came along. I 
couldn't possibly waste carfare and time here. Then some one 
gave me the name and address of a manufacturer who was making 
apron-dresses, night-dresses, etc. I was supposed to take the 
work home, finish the pieces, and deliver them for twenty cents 
a piece. I couldn't possibly have made anything on them at this 
price, plus carfare and timé to get the work and deliver it. 
Typis manufacturer did not seem to have any set prices for having 
his work done. He simply got it done as cheaply as possible, 
wherever he could find anyone who was desperate enough to take 
the work. My experience in trying to find work was very dis- 
couraging. I could have gone to work at four dollars per week 
aS an apprentice sewing in a gown shop. I tried several factory 
jobs as a power-machine operator, but I could not qualify for 


speed. Iwas not an expert operator. 


My father is still on his little farm in Sweden. My youngest 
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Gus spent the first fourteen years of his life in Gefla on 


the Baltic sea, the city of his birth. The eldest of a family of two 


fit boys and two girls all of whom are now dead with the exception off a 


brother who continues to reside in Sweden, Gus spent the early years 


t. of his life. in attaining what schooling he could and assisting his 

17 

* father, who was a fisherman. 

4 

" The call of the sea which is a natural desire of the Norse-~ 


men became such an obsession with Gus that he finally yielded to the 
impulse and obtained a seaman's job on a Swedish sailing vessel, which 
landed him in Sydney, Australia. Although still a youngster of four- 
teen, ae was physically capable of performing the manifold duties 
expected of a sailor; so,,after a brief sojourn in the famous Aus- 
tralian seaport, he continued his journey on across the Pacific to 

San Francisco with a different ship however, 

Gus liked San Francisco immensely and figured that he would 
ultimately like to live here if he should ever have the, good fortune 
in the future to settle in any particular spot, but for the time being 
at least he was to carry out his cherished ambition. Remaining here 
long Bouin to unload and load another cargo, his ship was soon under 
way again for South America,tastern United States and Huropean ports. 

Now sixty-eight years of age, Gus has followed the sea all 


ey of his life, which has carried him all over the world, and what is more 


he still considers himself a good seaman and is ever on the lookou$ 
fons job. His dreams now realized, he resides here permanently,owning 
_ his home where he maintains a happy little family, being the father 


of two boys. Long since naturalized, Gus is an enthusiastic American. 
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Gus the old bartender---- ye 


A round face with ruddy cheeks, twinkling pale blue eyes, 
a hofSe-like head with curly snow-white hair, his massive. 
frame bent with the weight of 67 years. Qld Gus sat on the 
er edge of his cot and told me the highlights of his life in this 
ur country. (and many a good story.) 

Born of humble parents in a fishing village on the coast 
of Sweden, his father and four older brothers were fishermen,-- 
Mi “Fisherfolks" he called them. Being the youngest he did not 
f get to go out with the boats, but had to stay at home and . 

help his mother with work of the household, help cure and | 
care tor the catch and repair the nets and year. He went to 
school several’ miles away part of the time and was taught by 
i, | his mother who was a gentlewoman of some considerable edu- 
| cation and presumably above her etation in life as the wife i 


of a fisherman. When he was about 12 years old his mother \ 


received a letter from her brother who had mighated to Ameri- 

ca a few years before and he became fired with a burning de- 

sire to go the Land of Promise----America. | | 
A few months later the opportunity came. A great "Wind- 

gummer" sailing ship anchored in the bay to take on fresh wa- 

ter and supplies. It was bound for New York harbor. With 


‘ consent of his mother, with a small bundle under his jacket 


and a few coins which she gave him as she bid him a tearful 
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good-bye. He stowed away on the sailing ship just before it | 
sailed and was not discovered for two or three days, when 
well out to sea. The captain was a hard man as they were in | 
those days, and when Gus was brought on deck he was lashed 
s to the mast and flagged until he fainted, which Gus said 
wasn't long, for he was about halt in from hunger and expo- 
sure. He was put to work in the cook's galley and before 
the toyage was over he was the captain's messenger boy, as 
his happy disposition, eagerness to please and efficiency 
in service soon won friends, as it did later in life. 
Finally ashore--There were no immigration restrictions 
gyetS on EBllis Island inspection those days. He started 
out to look for his uncle, but he soon found that New York 
was even then a great city and his search was in vain. He 
found out in later years that his uncle had gone west to 
Minnesota, but he never saw him. 
He found a job in.a Big Beer Garden Saloon, cleaning | 
up the place in the early morning and helping at night with i\ 
serving of foods and the refreshments of that day average. 
Kagerly he learned English and the ways of America and soon 
became a favorite of the staff and customers. The owner of 
the place took an interest in him, peas him a Garret bé@d in 
his own home and set him to day school with his own child- 
ren. 
Gus says the next ten years were the happiest of his 
life. He became an expert Bartender, a favorite of the re- 


gular customers and finally was discovered by higher class 
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places and moved up and up until he reached the pinacle of 
that then honored profession and was the head man in New 
York's the most popular Hotel--The Waldorf-Astoria. He 
saved his money--he took out citizen's papers, became a 
naturalized citizen of the United States, and about 30 
years ago, hearing so much of the Golden West and the won- 
ders of California and the glitter of San Francisco--its 
then greatest city, he came to the Golden Gate and has 
lived here eversince. 
His reputations as a siren fins 4 had proceeded him and 
his seevices were in demand and for the next 17 years he 
provided behind the polished mahogany of this city's most 
fabored Bars, ee in the then social freedom and com- 
rades many of the alute and prominent influenced business 
men and politicals of that day, He was given contidential | 
tips to buy little blocks of stock in this and that new | 
project. Things were booming those days. He ventured, he | 
won and soon acquired a daring that made him a stockholder i 
of many good and paying stocks. He lived well at a good 
hotel. Drove a big high-powered ny eae a summer country 
home in the Santa Cruz Mts., had many jovial friends and 
was highly satisfied with life. 
When the Great Experiment, (Prohibition) was ushered 
in it wiped out his life's profession but not likemany, he 
did ,not turn to bootlegger. He had a good income from his 


various investments and stocks and enjoyed life at leisure 


for several years until the frenzy of stock speculations 
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' He sees the funny side of things about him and his 


se of humor is refreshings. ‘He loves a good story. 
In the attached article about the Laguna Honda Home is 


one of his stories told to the writer on a visit to hima 


_ year ago---that shows the “other side". 
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SWEDEN 


Born in Soderhamn, Sweden, 1886--The youngest 
of six children----- four boys and two girls. 

His father owned an iron foundry which had 
been in the family for several centuries. 

Carl was apprenticed to his father in 1903 and 
worked with him for two years. 

He became dissatisfied and in 1905 left home and went 
to Stockholm and after looking around for a couple of 
months he signed up on a sailing vessel bound for United 
States, For five years he followed the Sea, won his way 
to position of Mate on the ship he had been working on, 
also owned an interest in it, 

In 1912 they landed in San Francisco with a cargo 
from South America and Carl decided to quite the Sea 
and sold his interest in the wessel and started to 
look for work, 

He found work in a planing mill and worked there 
for three years when he asked his boss to give him a 
job that would enable him to go out as a salesman, 

In 1916 he was sent out as salesman for his mill and 
made good at once, 

In 1917 he married a girl from his own country and 


they now have three children, 
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He saved some of his money and in 1922 bought a one 


third interest in the business. 
He is still doing the selling for his concern which 
seems to be surviving the depression, 
He is now figuring on taking his family on a trip 
= to Sweden just for a visit. 


Says he wouldn't live anyplace but San Francisco. 
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This woman came into Judge Lazarus' Court with a complaint 
against her husband for non-support. We talked with her in the 
corridor after the Judge had signed the complaint. 

"I was born in Kalimar, Sweden, and come to this country 
as @ young girl. (She is now in her early forties.) I found 
work with a Swedish family in New York. I met a young fellow 
in New York shortly after I had come to this country. We kept 
Company for some time, then we were married, and he decided to 
come out west. My husband worked in the sawmills at Spokane 
and Portland for a long time. He saved his money and came down 
here to San trancisco, where he bought me a home and he went 
into partnership with another fellow. 

"My husband always had plenty of money after we came to 
San Francisco, but he would not tell me where he got it. Then 
one emternoon the police came to the house and told me my hus- 
band was dead, that he had been killed by gangsters. After I 
had buried my husband, I went to the police and told them I 
wanted them to find the gangsters who had killed my husband. 
The police would not pay any attention to me and the gangsters 
were never caught. 

"A year after my husband had been killed I married another 
young fellow. This was aboutltwo years ago. He spent all my 

“money and would not stay home nights. Now I want him arrested. 

"No. My first husband was a Dane. He was born in Thisted, 
Denmark. He was a fine man, even though the police say he was 
a bootlegger. | 
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"Yes. The house I live in is free of mortgage. I would not ) 
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money. Sure, I want him arrested and made to give me i 


pe.’ I pay the taxes on the house. I ia out and work, 


“are you a policeman, that you ask all these questions?" 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY - SWEDISH. 


Jonas Magne Carlson, retired farmer living at 1503 Second 


Avenue, Los Angeles, was born at Mahado, Sweden, December 24, 


1857, of a line of Swedish farmers, who also made théir homes 


within the vicinity of Mohado. His father was Carl Carlson. 


Polson was the name of his grandfather on his father's side. 


The change in spelling, according to Jonas Carlson, is correct. 


His mother's Christian name was Christine. In trying to 


remember many things of his early life in Sweden, he could 


not recall his mother's surnamee He was the fourth child 


in a group of Il children. 


Today, Jonas Carlson, despite his 80 years, is quite ° 


actives Hard at work in his front yard, spading up the soil 


around the rose bushes, he put the garden tool aside and led 


the way to his studye Seated at a large desk, with a telephone 


handy, he had hardly begun the story of his life before the 


bell rang. And then for five minutes he talked to some one 


about church committees, boards, and so forth, emphasizing 


occasionally with the denial that "something" was too heavy 


for him to Lifts, ‘Yo, no, that's mt too heavy for me; I can 


lift it." 


After coming to the United States, he married Helen Olsen 


int 


of De Kalb, Tll., a native American girl of Swedish descente 
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We. De Fore-2-23-37 Racial Minorities Survey 


Edit. Holland-2-2-37 Swedish 


"That's the girl right there," he said, pointing out Mrs. 
Carlson, who was tae sweeping the house, and who was perhaps 
wondering if her husband was not trying to conciliate a lunatic 
who kept asking about a mother's lullabys,or lap songs, which 
might or might not have taken place in Sw eden more than 75 


years agoe The Carlsons have four children; Edgar C. (1885); 


- Florence L. (1889); Ernest M. (1898); Albert L. (1899). The 


first two speak some Swedish, but not much. 

nil Puede Jonas Carlison began his story, "we were 
farmers. Yes, I guess we belonged to the middle class. Certain- 
ly not to the 'haskop', or upper class. On a small farm-- 
called a quarter 'hemmon' there--we raised livestock, includ- 
ing goats and sheep; small grain, and a garden. Chickens, 
too, of course, We had plenty to eat. 

"Prom as far back as I can remember, I had to work hard 
around the home place. No time for much play. But when’ we 
did have a chance to play, we played hide-and-seek. In bowl- 
ing we had a king and. a enoan: which if we were lucky enough 
to bowl one of them down, made a good count. There were lots 
of trees to climb. Hazelnut and fruit trees. Blueberries 
and currants grew wild. In season we would pick them for the 
markete Every fall I wees go out with the older children. 

"We had a very beautiful home back there, as I recall it. 
Instead of small rooms, the gonad had one large room--the liv- 


ing room--where the family would gather. Flowers were plentiful 
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in the yard. Lakes were numerous. Fishing with hook and line 


s 


was the biggest sport. We also went rabbit hunting. I would . 
go with my older brothers at every chancé.e 

"The only pre-school training I got was religious train- 
a What songs we sang, what stories we heard were hymns 
and parables of the Scriptures. The folks were Iutherans; 

I ama Lutheran. The home and the school were closely related 
to the church. There was no family @roup recreation except, 

of course, when we would celebrate on some widespread occasion. 
Instead of family group recreation, we had family group worship. 
Father's and mother's attitude toward us children was that we 
must work; that we must have and use common sense; that we 

must do a neighborly good turn at every opportunity; and that 
we must be religious. If you can make any philosophy of that-- 
that was their philosophy... And it's mine still; I've “never 
been of a mind to change it. 

"In the big living room we read the Bible. At breakfast 
every morning father would ask grace. At night on going to 
bed we would kneel and say prayers, usually the Lord's Prayer. 

"That my parents would see to it their teachings were 
put into practice, I recall an incident, typical of others, 
when I had tried to make an exception of the neighborly act. 

"I was 6 or 7 years olde We had a neighbor woman next 
door who was not, as I understood it, a very good friend of 
ourse One day the woman asked me to do an errand for her. 


I refused flatly, on the ground «that she was not a good neighbor. 
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The result was that mother gave me a good licking for not 
doing my duty. 

"At another time when I was 9 or 10 years my curiosity 


got me into trouble. I was acting in the capacity of a sort 


SX 


serf. The lady, who was one of the upper class, took me to 
make some trips with her, to take care of the horses, hold 
them, and such. At one of the stops the lady got out to 
attend to her business, and I went to the place where the 
hired help had quarters. Some men were sitting, sawing wood 
with a round saw. I thought it very interesting. To get a 
good look at the saw, I leaned over too far from my seat on 
a sofa and fell over, rolled against the saw, and cut a big 
wound in my head. Then I had to report to the lady of the 
house for treatment. Altogether I was gone from home one week. 

"Pirst day at school I was scared. The school was a 
wooden, frame building of two stories, two rooms down and two 
upe A Lutheran parochial school, it was situated close to 
the churche There were about four teachers. In my class 
were seven or ten pupils. 

"School opened with group singing, prayers, and hymns. 
No heroes, outside the Bible. Other than Bible heroes for the 
younger students, heroes belonged to the classes in history, 
for the advanced students. I didn't get that far. I didn't 
in fact get much schooling in Sweden. The term ran for only 
three months during the year. In my Glass instruction was in 


Bible history and catechism. 
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"Sundays we went to church. There were gatherings of 
different kinds during vacations and holidays. The Christmas 
holidays lasted a week or more. No work was done during the 
two weeks of Christmas. We would visit relatives and friends 
to have gay talks and big feasts. 

"Mid-Summer Day, a big event, came on June 24. It was 
an outdoors celebration, somewhat similar to the May Day 
picnics here in Americas On Mid-Summer Day in Sweden big 
crowds would gather for games and folk dances. These cele- 
brations lasted through till morning. It was a big occasion 
“for the farmers. At that time the world was beautiful with 
flowers and green stuff. The spring crops were all planted, 
‘growing fast under the warm suns. 

"At a wedding we would sometimes celebrate for two or 
three days. We would talk, have big feasts and music. Births 
were celebrated, too. Sometimes ne lucky parent would treat 
with cigars; sometimes he antes pass the pipe around. The 
pipe used had a very long stem, probably a yard longe The 
smoke was cool and sweet. 

“We came to America in 1869 for better opportunities. 
The voyage across was very roughe Everybody was seasick. 

In addition to eight of us children (three were born in 
America) several grownsups, close friends, came over with 
my parents. We were two or three days in the North Sea, 


11 days on the Atlantic. The name of the steamship company 
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was the Gunther Line. In New York we landed at Castle Garden. 
No quarantine thene We had to wait there three days for 
accommodations on an immigrant train, which consisted of 
different coaches from the regular passenger trainse When 

the train was ready we left New York for Chicago. From 
Chicago we went to Sycamore, I1ll., and settled there. 

"As soon as we got straightened around a bit, father went 
out to get labor work wherever he could find it. Next year 
he bought a small farm, 50 acres. We all moved on it. 

"The public school at Sycamore was not handy. I only 
got as far as the fourth or fifth grade. The English lan- 
guage was very hard for us to learn. It was in Sycamore 
that I took out citizenship papers. 

"Around Sycamore was lots of timber. We had to clear 
the land for crops. All winter long that first year we chopped 
down trees, hauled wood to town, cleared the land for crops. 
It was hard work. Father later eo additional land ad- 
joining the original 50 acres. I stayed with him till I was 
e2 years old, then I went out and for four years worked as 
a hired man on dirferent farms . . 

"Next, I rented a farm on my own and married Helen Olsen. 
Her father was Swen J. Olsen: her mother Mary (Augustasson) 
Olsen, both of De Kalb. 

"Finally I bought a farm in Platt County, Nebraska, 
near Newmans Grove, where I farmed 17 years. In poor health, 
I left the farm and moved to Newmans Grove, lived there four 


yearse In the fall of 1908 we moved to California." 
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Jonas Carlson typifies the business man more than he 
does the farmer. His trim mustache, gold-rim glasses, neat 
gray business suit; quick, matter-of-fact way of getting down 
to business; his medium height and build, his general appear- 
ance--all sum up the business mane And he is a business man 
as well as a farmer, using these words in their narrow sense. 
From the time he began to speak the English language and 
began life as the head of a family, he has been active in 
church and school work, serving on committees, on boards, as 
a trustee, supervising the construction of school and church 
buildings. 
But he has never considered work of this kind in the 
light of business, as it has been almost,if not entirely free | 
of compensation in a money+making sense. Rather, if has 
been the application of that old Swedish philosophy--work, 
common sense, a good turn, religion. But to get the fubl | 
meaning of his life, it is necessary to talk with him. 
"Yes, “ Jonas Carlson concluded, "I think I have done 
better in the United States than I would have done had I 
stayed in the old countrys I'd like to go back on a visit, 
but only on a visit. I read some Swedish literature now 
and then." 
The telephone rang again, luncheon was on the table, 
ness Carlson was getting ready to say something. ’ 
"Here are two names. If you want to go call on these 


two Swedes, I recommend them," he said. 
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